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Minutes of a meeting of the Parochial Church Council of St Dionysius Church, 

Market Harborough, held in St Dionysius Church, Market Harborough on Wednesday 26 June 2019 

at 7.00pm 

 

 

Present. The Rev James Pickersgill (Chair), Roy Ayliffe , John Dangerfield, Angie Hill, Ken Hook, 

Elizabeth Howe & Anthony Sharp (Honorary Secretary).  

 

1.  Prayers.   The meeting opened with prayers led by The Chair. 

 

Welcome & Apologies. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting  

 

Apologies were received from. Pat Brafield, Roger Brookstein, Chris Etherington, 

The Rev Andy Giles, The Rev Stephanie Hill, Lydia Tebbutt, Christina Marshall, George Marshall, Deirdre 

Quinn & Rennie Quinn. 

 

2.  Minutes of the previous meetings held on Wednesday 15th May 2019 & Tuesday 4th June 2019 

 

The Minutes of the PCC meetings held on Wednesday 15th May 2019 and Tuesday 4th June 2019 were 

approved and signed with one typo amendment to the Minutes of Wednesday 15th May 2019. 

 

3. Matters arising from the minutes of the PCC meetings held on 15th May and 4th June 2019 not on 

the agenda. 

 

3.1 Item 5.2 (15.5.19) To consider the position of inviting Rob Leveritt to be co-opted onto the PCC 

for a further year. 

 

The Chair explained that Rob Leveritt was going forward for Ordination training in August, when he would 

be stepping down from all Church responsibilities at St Dionysius. It was agreed therefore that it would be 

inappropriate to invite Rob Leveritt to be co-opted to the PCC for only a month. This now left two 

vacancies for co-option for the remainder of the year if it was felt sensible to utilise this facility. 

 

3.2 Item 5.3 (15.5.19) To give further thought to the appointment of another Deputy Churchwarden 

 

The Chair reported that no names had yet come forward to take on the post of Deputy Churchwarden but 

on-going conversations are happening. 

 

3.3 Item 7.1 (15.5.19) To decide the most appropriate meeting date for a full discussion on the work 

being undertaken by Roger Brookstein to find other possible places of worship etc during the  

Re-Ordering. 

 

It was agreed that the PCC meeting to be held on Wednesday 18th September 2019 would be the most 

appropriate time to receive a report from Roger Brookstein on possible alternative places of worship to be 

used during the Re-Ordering process. 

 

ACTION. Roger Brookstein 

 

3.4 Item 7.2. (15.5.19) To note the final decision made regarding the running of a Church Fete 2019.   

 

The Chair reported that The Rev Andy Giles had worked hard to persuade sufficient people to get together 

to organise a Church Fete for 2019, but sadly this has not been successful and that therefore there would be 
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no such event in 2019. It was thought that many people approached were unable to commit to the large 

amount of time involved in its organisation. 

 

 3.5 Item 10.2. (15.5.19) To inform the PCC of the Standing Committee’s decision to purchase future 

Fair Trade Communion Wine.   

         

The Chair reported that the cost of purchasing Fair Trade Wine (ECO) for Communion purposes over a 

non-Fair Trade wine was approximately 93p per bottle more expensive. Elizabeth Howe proposed, Angie 

Hill seconded and the meeting unanimously agreed that the parish should proceed to purchase the Fair 

Trade Wine. 

 

3.6 Item 10.3. (15.5.19) To receive an update oral report on the matter of the Remembrance Tablet 

 

An email from James Pickersgill regarding this matter had been circulated prior to the meeting.  

Following advertisements placed in The Quintet and The Harborough Mail The Chair reported that he had 

heard from Stephanie Margery father of James Neville Bromley, who died in 1984, who believed that a 

position on the Remembrance Plaque had been reserved for her father. It was proposed by Elizabeth Howe 

and seconded by Angie Hill and unanimously agreed that this claim should be honoured. 

 

ACTION James Pickersgill 

 

4.                                                           FINANCE & FABRIC 

   

4.1 To receive an up-to date written report on The Re-ordering project of the Church 

 

A current Re-Ordering Report and the Minutes of a recent meeting of Design Team had been circulated 

prior to the meeting. James Pickersgill led the meeting through the Re-Ordering Report. It was anticipated 

that everything will be agreed and ‘signed off’ at the third special Re-Ordering meeting of the PCC on 9th 

September. 

 

4.2 To receive a progress report on the development of the St Dionysius Re-Ordering Funding 

Strategy Working Group.  

 

An email from Chris Etherington regarding the formation of St Dionysius Re-Ordering Funding Strategy 

Working Group had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

 

A Church internal Group was also to be formed to work alongside and in tandem with the St Dionysius Re-

Ordering Funding Strategy Working Group and the names of Hilary Hearnshaw and Gordon Birch were 

mentioned as possible members of this Group, although no approaches have yet been made. Roy Ayliffe 

volunteered to be a member of the Internal Group, which was gratefully received and accepted. It was 

hoped that this Group would come up with an appropriate Mission Statement by 18th September – the next 

PCC meeting date- that could be used by both Groups along with a paid consultant as mentioned at the last 

meeting. However the issue of the consultant had yet to be resolved. 

 

The Chair was already preparing a set of Terms of Reference for this fund raising work which amongst 

other things would outline the parameters as to exactly what would and would not be acceptable to organise 

within the Re-Ordered Church building. Deadlines for both Groups were needed. 

 

A new Application should then be able to be submitted to The Market Harborough and Bowdens Charity for 

funding.  
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Angie Hill proposed and Anthony Sharp seconded the motion to ask Chris Etherington to proceed with her 

plans and this was unanimously approved. 

 

ACTION James Pickersgill/Rennie Quinn 

 

4.3 To receive a written report from the Finance Committee and receive The Treasurer’s Summary of 

Accounts for the year to date.  

 

A Finance Report prepared by Roger Brookstein and The Treasurer’s Report had been circulated prior to the 

meeting. 

 

It was noted that Fair Trade goods were considerably more expensive than good of a similar nature that 

were non Fair Trade. The costs incurred presently by the Church in the purchase of Fair Trade goods did 

need investigating. 

 

Angie Hill led the meeting through the Reports. She then said that raffle prizes were urgently needed for the 

Annual Raffle. Shora Montgomery had kindly volunteered to organise the tickets. Rennie Quinn would be 

the named sponsor of the Raffle. 

 

4.4 To receive a specific Proposal from the Dorothy Smith Bequest Forum for funding the 

forthcoming Church based visit to Armenia by Lucy Giles. 

 

The June proposals from the Dorothy Smith Bequest Forum had been circulated prior to the meeting. Angie 

Hill proposed and Roy Ayliffe seconded that the proposals should be accepted and this was unanimously 

approved. 

 

ACTION. Anthony Sharp 

  

4.5 To receive written reports from the Fabric Committee and The Church Community Hall 

Committee  

 

Reports from the Fabric Committee and the Community Hall Committee had been circulated prior to the 

meeting. 

 

Ken Hook said that in addition to these reports Brooke House Maintenance Manager had met with Ken 

Hook to discuss the dividing wall between the two properties and Ken Hook had also spoken to Joan 

Williams. It was still uncertain who actually was responsible for the upkeep of this wall. 

 

The closing date for architects to apply for any work that comes out of the Quinquennial Inspection was 

approaching fast – 30th June- and at the moment still only John Dodson had applied. 

 

 5. To consider a Proposals Paper prepared by The Outward Giving Committee. 

 

The Proposals Paper prepared by The Outward Giving Committee had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

Exactly the same amount of giving from the parish was proposed and the only change: the only change is 

that we now support the ECO charity, A Rocha UK, instead of Bagatelle, which has changed ownership 

from locally. 

 

The proposals were proposed by Angie Hill, seconded by Roy Ayliffe and unanimously approved. 
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ACTION Anthony Sharp 

 6.  To receive an oral report on the unfolding story of the Resource Church Team - led by James 

      Pickersgill. 

 

 6.1 To consider feedback from the Community of Practice 

 

There had been a good level of interest so far towards the Community of Practice & Resource Church 

Team, but it was still an unfolding story. 

 

6.2 Bishop Martyn Snow’s visit on Sunday 8th September 2019 

 

The Chair wished it to be noted that The Bishop of Leicester, Bishop Martyn would be visiting the Team on 

8th September. There would be one Communion Service at which he would preach and that would be Great 

Bowden. There would also be a Questions and Answer session on The Resource Church during the Service. 

 

6.3 To note the details so far of The Confirmation and Baptism Service planned to be held on 26.1.20 

 

A Confirmation and Baptism Service was planned to be held at St Dionysius on 26th January 2020. It was 

envisaged originally that this would be the ‘sending off’ service before the Re-Ordering commenced but this 

will not now of course be the case. The mobile Baptistry had been booked from the Diocese who owns it 

and in answer to a particular email from George Marshall expressing concerns about the supply and 

drainage of the water, the Chair stated that this had all been carefully planned and a tap would be made 

available on the North wall for the supply of water and the water would be syphoned off after the event. 

There was quite a lot of work to prepare the logistics of this Baptistry. George Marshall’s email would be 

passed to Rennie Quinn and the Architect who would respond to George direct. 

 

ACTION: Anthony Sharp/ James Pickersgill/Rennie Quinn/ The Architect. 

 

7.  To receive a written Report from James Pickersgill on the Discipleship Groups across the Church 

     Team. 

 

A Paper entitled “Everyday Faith: Connect Groups” had been circulated prior to the meeting and the Chair 

spoke to the paper. 

 

The purpose of circulating the Paper at this juncture was for each Church Council to start a discussion on 

the proposals feeding back written comments and questions to the staff team via the Team Rector in time for 

a staff team discussion on 27th August.  

                                   

 8.   To receive an oral update report on Safeguarding – Angie Hill 

 

Angie Hill reported that there was to be a meeting on 1st July with Josephine from the Transfiguration. Sam 

Peverett was keen to meet as teams so that Safeguarding became a joined up team wide exercise. 

     

 9. Any Other Business 

 

9.1 Jess Fellows 

 

Jess Fellows was a Leicester ordinand and had been seconded to St Dionysius for a short while and had 

done a good job. The Chair had arranged £100 gift for her to be taken from the Cox & Wall Bequest Forum 

Fund. 
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9.2. Jo Giles 

 

Jo Giles had been going through an ‘all reader’ training with a view to seeking a transfer from Broughton in 

Furness to St Dionysius. She was however presently speaking to Rob Hay from the Diocese with a view to 

changing course as she wanted to explore other avenues; exactly what avenues she was uncertain of at the   

moment, however, she will continue to be active in ministry within St Dionysius, under James's supervision. 

                               

10. To receive a written report of the recent meeting of the Deanery Synod- 5.6.19 

 

The Minutes of the first meeting of the new Deanery Synod held on 5th June had been circulated prior to the 

meeting. The Chair drew the meeting’s attention to the fact that Rennie Quinn had been appointed to the 

Diocesan Synod which was excellent news.  

  

11.  To receive an oral Report from the recent Friends Committee meeting held on 6th June 2019 

 

Ken Hook reported that at the recent Committee meeting of the Board of the Friends on 6th June Sam 

Peverett had given a talk on Safeguarding and how it may affect the Friends. The Friends would be talking 

with The Charity Commission about the matter. 

 

There were a number of interesting events coming up in the near future and on 6th July a special Concert by 

the Youth Brass 2000 Band in Church. 

 

12.   To receive a report from The Churches Together Forum 

 

A report prepared by Derek Williams on the recent meetings of the Churches Together Forum had been 

circulated prior to the meeting. Elizabeth Howe stated that the Forum was desperately short of street pastors 

for Harborough. 

 

13.   Correspondence.   There was none 

 

14.   Meetings  

                     

14.1 To note the date of the next Special daytime PCC meeting for’ signing off’ of 

 the Re-ordering- Monday 9th September 2019 at 2pm in St Dionysius Church. 

 

The Chair emphasised the importance of this meeting and the need for a good attendance as it would be the 

final ‘signing off’ meeting for the Re-Ordering. It would close at approximately 5.00pm. 

 

14.2 To note the next normal PCC meeting as Wednesday 18th September 2019  

 

The meeting closed with prayer at 8.45pm 


