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Minutes of a meeting of the Parochial Church Council of St Dionysius Church, 
Market Harborough, held in The Church at 7.00pm on Wednesday 20th July 2016 

 
Present. George Marshall (Chair), Chris Davies, Sally Duke, Angie Hill (Honorary Treasurer), Ken Hook, 
Elizabeth Howe, Myra Anhoury, Paul Betts, Roger Brookstein, Rennie Quinn, Anthony Sharp (Honorary 
Secretary), Brian Tanner and Sandra Ward (part). 
 
Prayers.   The meeting opened with prayers and Bible reflection. 
 
1. Welcome & Apologies. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and in particular two new PCC 
members since the APCM- Myra Anhoury & Roger Brookstein attending for the first time.  
 
Apologies were received from Garry Davies, Sarah Hix, Deirdre Quinn and Samantha Peverett 
 
2. Minutes.  
The Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 18th May 2016 were approved following the 
addition of an Addendum under Item 10.1 and signed. 
 
Matters Arising. 
 
2.1 Item 3.1 The Donation Box  
 
A recent email from Brian Tanner had been circulated prior to the meeting which comprised a number of 
questions posed by NE3D Ltd the supplier. The following was agreed by the Committee:- 
 

• A hook in the wall was preferred to a long security cable. Ken Hook would speak with John Dodson 
to confirm that this would be acceptable and liaise with Brian Tanner accordingly.  

 
ACTION. Ken Hook 
 

• The size of the leaflet holder should be A5.  The leaflet holder should be attached to the right hand 
side so that it is noticed by a potential donor on leaving the Church and the text/graphic should be 
black. 

 
Brian Tanner would respond to NE3D Ltd accordingly. 
 
ACTION Brian Tanner 
 
2.2 Item 3.2 The Church’s financial contribution for 2016/17 
 
Brian Tanner reported that he had sent a letter from the Finance Committee to Mr. Orridge of the Diocese 
on 13th June, as requested by the PCC, explaining the Church’s position regarding the Financial 
Contribution for 2016/2017.  At the date of the meeting he had not received a reply and The Chair requested 
that he kindly request an acknowledgment of the letter from Mr Orridge as requested at the recent Staff 
meeting. 
 
ACTION Brian Tanner 
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2.3 Item 3.3 To confirm the date for a presentation from the Pioneer Ministers 
 
The Chair reported that he had agreed with Jonathan & Emma Dowman that they should provide a 
presentation to the PCC at the September meeting on their current work. David Palmer had also been asked 
to provide a presentation on his current work at the same meeting. 
 
The Chair reported that an application had been made for a funding grant to the Diocese for the “Tea at 
3.00” events. There appeared to be some confusion over this application and the fact that an application for 
a funding grant from the Harborough and Bowden’s Charities on behalf of the Team of Churches had also 
been made. Clarification was needed regarding this issue and until it had been received The Harborough and 
Bowden Charities would be asked to hold a decision on this request.  The relevant minute from that meeting 
would be sent to the Bowden Charities. It was hoped that the matter would be resolved in September. 
 
ACTION Angie Hill 
 
2.4 Item 5.3 Minutes to be made public via the website  
 
It was agreed that starting with the approved Minutes of the PCC for 18th May 2016- the first PCC meeting 
after the APCM- the Minutes would be placed on the Church website for public viewing on-going. Paul 
Betts, the webmaster would receive the approved copy from the Secretary after each PCC meeting. Sue 
Macdonald would be asked to initially handle any queries that may come through the web site from such 
exposure. 
 
ACTION. Anthony Sharp & Paul Betts 
 
2.5 Item 7.3 Further updates and finalising of the list of members of The Parish Sub Committees 
 
An amended version of the List of Church Sub Committees and their members was circulated prior to the 
meeting. Further amendments were made and an updated version of this list is attached to the Minutes. 
 
2.6 Item 8.1 Insurance cover for Childrens’ Events 
 
Angie Hill reported that she had been in touch with the Ecclesiastical Insurance Company and confirmed 
that insurance cover for Di’s Ducklings’ events was in place as long as the events were always run under the 
auspices of the Church. 
 
3. To consider any matters relating to The Mission Partnership 
 
The Chair reported that at the last Team Council meeting on 29th June it was reported that Revd James 
Shakespeare and The Rev Janet Gasper were licensed as Mission Partnership co-conveners earlier in the 
year. A variety of events was planned:–  
 

• 24th July 4pm at Thorpe Langton Tea Party.  
• 28th August a joint Choral Evensong at 6pm at Tur Langton with St Dionysius choir.  
• 8th October Quiet Day at Tur Langton  
• 14th October Praise Evening at Great Bowden.  

 
The Mission Partnership Action Group next meets on 6th October at 7.30pm at St Peter & St Paul with the 
Archdeacon attending. In the near future there will be discussions about Gumley, Foxton and Laughton 
joining the Mission Partnership.  



3 
 

Bishop Martyn was known to be very keen on Mission Partnership matters and hopefully this would 
produce a more positive effect. 
 
The membership of the Mission Partnership Action Group has been restructured so that there will be one 
participant from each of the Harborough Anglican Team (HAT) parishes and two from each of the ‘ends’ of 
the Mission Partnership (the Welham group and the Langton end) making eight members. This should 
create a better balance and mean that the HAT churches are no longer under-represented and the small 
village churches not over-represented. It was stressed that these are participants in the conversation, who 
need to take the discussion back to their PCCs. It was also pointed out that there is an assumption in some 
quarters that, after three years, the Mission Partnership churches will become part of the HAT. This is 
however only one possibility. 
 
4. Any Other Business 

4.1.To consider a proposal from Iain Osborne about a Faith Stories group 
 

Iain Osborne’s Paper on a possible new Faith Stories Group had been circulated prior to the meeting and 
was generally well received by the meeting in principle the meeting approved the proposals. 
 
4.2. To receive an oral report on recent issues experienced with Church security 
 
A Paper prepared by the Chair had been circulated prior to the meeting. This paper had highlighted the 
present weaknesses in certain areas of security within the Church including the key holding arrangements 
for the West Door. At the moment it appeared that there were at least 40 keys for the West Door in 
circulation and there was little doubt that this proliferation of keys had led to the present crisis outlined in 
the Paper. 
 
The following proposals were agreed by the meeting:- 
 

1. That the lock on the main West door is replaced and new keys provided. The locksmith has given a 
rough price estimate of £300 for the lock and 30 keys.  

2. That the control of the management of keys becomes entirely the responsibility of Wardens, as they 
have the legal responsibility for security of the church and fittings. 

3. That the issue of keys is based on a more closely controlled system, possible linked to jobs/roles 
rather than people. 

4. That the keys to the main door are individually numbered and that numbers are registered to the 
relevant holder of that key. 

5. That key registers for the different keys are kept and that these registers give details of returns as 
well as issues. E.g. separate registers for the main door key, the office key, the clergy vestry key; not 
everyone will need all of these as access to some places need only happen when the main church is 
open. 

6. That, either annually or bi-annually, key holders will confirm to a warden that they still hold the key 
with which they were issued and that they are still in a role which would require them to hold a key. 

These proposals had been discussed and agreed between Chris Davies and Elaine Morton the Police 
Community Support Officer.  

The West Door lock would be paid for through the Dorothy Smith Bequest Forum.  

ACTION Sarah Hix and Chris Davies 
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4.3. To discuss the issue of allowing dogs inside the Church building on the grounds of a risk to 
hygiene. 
 
The meeting agreed that this was a difficult issue to resolve. It had been discussed at the last Team Council 
Meeting on 29th June.  
 
Serious concerns about hygiene had been raised when dogs were allowed to roam freely around the Church 
and at times only partially under control. It was accepted that it would not be possible to forbid all dogs 
from the Church but it may be possible to request them to be kept on a short lead. However the real 
difficulty was the policing of any such ruling. The vergers undertook to monitor the situation and where 
necessary to speak to anyone who potentially might breach normal hygiene considerations. 
 
ACTION Myra & Bill Anhoury  
 
(The matter of thefts from the kitchen fridge and Foodbank container appears to have been resolved by the 
introduction of a special key cabinet for the key to the kitchen and toilets in the Church. It was necessary 
always to ‘scramble’ the code after use.) 
 
4.4 The ‘A’ Board 
 
The vergers had written to the Secretary expressing their concern about the present stability of the ‘A’ 
Board used for advertising various Church events, particularly in inclement weather. The Board needed to 
be repaired with plastic and magnetic strips and Myra & Bill were already exploring the cost of such repair. 
However the need to fix the Board to the ground in inclement weather was as yet unresolved. The meeting 
agreed that Bill and Myra needed to discuss the matter with Ken Hook. 
 
ACTION. Myra & Bill Anhoury & Ken Hook  
 
5.       WORSHIP & NURTURE- led by George Marshall   

5.1 To receive an update report on the Children & Family Ministry within the parish.  
 
A Paper written by Dawn O’Connell providing an update Report on the Children & Family Ministry within 
the Parish had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
It was agreed that the new leaders of Di’s Ducklings would liaise with Myra Anhoury before the new season 
of meetings started. 
 
ACTION Myra Anhoury 
 
5.2 To consider the 'Authorisation of Eucharistic Ministers' 
 
A serious issue of authorisation of the existing Eucharistic ministers had arisen in recent weeks and the 
Chair had been liaising with Rupert Allen of The Diocese. He had produced certain papers about the matter 
which had been circulated prior to the meeting and he had also been in touch with all named Eucharistic  
Ministers to ensure that they move immediately to ensure that they are properly authorised. This exercise 
appears to have been successful. The meeting agreed that each September- excluding 2016- an item would 
be added to the agenda to remind the then Chair of the PCC to check the authorisation status of all such 
ministers. 
 
The meeting approved the lists presented to the meeting of those who wished to continue. This was 
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proposed by Elizabeth Howe and seconded by Rennie Quinn and unanimously agreed. 
 
ACTION. Anthony Sharp  
 
6. FINANCE & FABRIC- led by Rennie Quinn 
 
6.1 To receive an update report on The Re-ordering of the Church.  

A short Report on the up-to date situation regarding Re-Ordering had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

This Report highlighted the fact that all work on re-ordering had momentarily stopped because of concerns 
expressed by The Victorian Society and Historic England. It was clear that professional advice was needed 
and The Statement of Significance needed upgrading. As a result of this it was becoming clear that the work 
of the Re-ordering would very likely have to be put back to 2018. 

6.2 To receive a report from the Finance Committee including the Treasurer’s summary accounts for         
the year to date. 
 
A summary of the Accounts for the year to date had been circulated prior to the meeting but because the 
Finance Committee had met only the previous evening to this PCC meeting there was no written Finance 
Committee report. Brian Tanner therefore spoke to the Summary of Accounts. 
 
The slump in the receipts from Planned Giving had not continued during this last quarter but the position 
remains one of serious concern going forward. There remains a deficit and more income is still needed to 
balance the books. There does not appear to be any proper procedure in place to identify new Church 
members at the moment and this needs looking into.  
 
It was accepted that during any interregnum the finances of any parish are likely to be detrimentally 
affected. 
 
It was agreed to ask Gordon and Chris Etherington to select new ‘welcomers’ to the Church and to ensure 
they are properly trained.  
 
ACTION Rennie Quinn 
 
6.3 To note the resignation of Brian Tanner from the position of Chair of the Finance Committee and 
the proposal that Rennie Quinn be appointed Chair in his place. 
 
The Chair reported that he had received notification of the wish by Brian Tanner to step down as Chair of 
The Finance Committee after some 10 years although he would wish to remain on the Committee. The 
Chair expressed the feeling of the meeting by sincerely thanking Brian for the enormous support and work 
that he has given to the Church is this capacity over so many years. 
 
Elizabeth Howe proposed and Brian Tanner seconded the proposal that Rennie Quinn should be appointed 
the new Chair of the Finance Committee and this was unanimously approved. 
 

6.4 To receive a report from the Fabric Committee including a report on The Church Community 
Hall. 
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A Report from the Fabric and Community Hall Committee had been circulated prior to the meeting together 
with three quotations for the introduction of sound boards to the Tower to assist with the noise disbursement 
of the bells. 

Ken Hook explained the position of the need for sound boards for the new members of the PCC. He also 
suggested that a special timer could be introduced to assist with the reduction of the sound from the clock 
chimes overnight. It was explained that although the Fabric Fund would not be able to assist with the 
financing of these boards, Both the Bowdens Charities and The Friends may well be able to assist 
financially. The bellringers preferred flexible sound boards as a solution to the matter. 

It was proposed by Elizabeth Howe and seconded by Chris Davies and unanimously approved that the work 
should proceed provided funding could be found to pay for it. The Secretary would write to the Friends 
accordingly but Ken Hook would supply the Secretary with the correct description of the work to be 
undertaken so that this could be built into the letter. 

ACTION Ken Hook and Anthony Sharp    

OTHER BUSINESS- led by George Marshall 

7. To receive an update report of the progress being made to recruit a new Team Rector. 

The Chair reported that because of the poor response to the first advertisement, the Bishop had placed the 
recruitment process on hold. He wished for a wider selection of candidates before proceeding to the next 
stage –the shortlisting and interviews. The advertisement in the Church Times would be repeated in the 
immediate future, which would mean that if this next advertisement produced further applicants the 
interviewing process would commence in the early autumn. The ‘knock-on’ affect would be that an 
appointment would be delayed until well into the New Year.     

8.  To receive a Report from the recent meeting of the Deanery Synod  

A copy of the unapproved Minutes of the last meeting of the Deanery Synod had been circulated prior to the 
meeting. This Report was approved by the meeting. 

9. Correspondence.  
 
9.1 The Welcoming Christ  
 
A letter and leaflet from Alison Christian of Launde Abbey publicising the availability of 50 numbered 
statues of The Welcoming Christ at the cost of £800 each had been circulated prior to the meeting. The 
meeting agreed not to proceed to consider purchasing one for the Church.  

 
10. To note the date of the next PCC meeting for 2016- Wednesday 21st September 2016   

 

The meeting closed with the Grace at 9.10pm  


