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Minutes of a meeting of the Parochial Church Council of St Dionysius Church, 
Market Harborough, held in The Church at 7.00pm on Thursday 14th September 2017 

 
Present. The Rev. Barry Hill (Chair), The Rev. James Pickersgill, The Rev. Stephanie Hill, Myra Anhoury, 
Paul Betts, Garry Davies, Sally Duke, Chris Etherington, Angie Hill (Honorary Treasurer), Roger 
Brookstein, Ken Hook, Elizabeth Howe, Christina Marshall, George Marshall, Samantha Peverett, Deirdre 
Quinn, Rennie Quinn, Anthony Sharp (Honorary Secretary)  and Sandra Ward. 
 
Prayers.   The meeting opened with prayers and a bible reflection based on Holy Cross Day led by The Rev 
James Pickersgill. 
 
1. Welcome & Apologies. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and in particular Chris Etherington 
on her return to the Parochial Church Council.  
 
Apologies were received from Pat Brafield and Chris Davies. 
 
2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on Thursday 15th June 2017 and matters arising from these 
minutes not on the agenda. 
 
The Minutes of the previous meeting held on Thursday 15th June 2017 were approved and signed.  
 
Matters Arising 
2.1 Item 2.4 to receive an oral update report on the recent issues relating to the Homelessness 
campaign.                 
An email and separate document were circulated on 25.7.17. 
 
Sandra Ward updated on the situation and the ongoing work with statutory agencies.    
 
Jane White had now been appointed by The Churches Together Forum as the Team Co-ordinator for 
Policies and Procedures. As a part of her role she would be meeting with statutory agencies. 
 
2.2 Item 2.6 The Mission Partnership. A further update on staffing matters relating to The Mission 
Partnership & Team.  
The Chair reported that The Langton and Shangton parishes were in the process of producing a profile for a 
replacement minister. Foxton & Gumley & Laughton now have a profile for their vacancy. It is hoped that 
the New Year will see appointments made.  
 
2.3 Item 5 To receive an update oral report on the Outward Giving issue relating to “Send a Cow”. 
George Marshall reported that he had found several articles recently stating that sending a cow to another 
country as a ‘donation’ was not a good environmental approach. However it was agreed that a financial 
donation to this charity- ‘Send a Cow’ -would be included for 2018 as agreed but it would be reviewed in 
the light of this information for 2019. 
 
2.4. Item 2.2. 8.2.17 Church internal Display Boards. 
It was agreed that James Pickersgill would take the issue of the Display Boards forward- one of these 
Boards is devoted to Outward Giving.  
                        
3. To consider the Resource Church Briefing Paper and letter from Bishop Martyn dated 13.7.17. 

 
The Resource Church Briefing Paper and Bishop Martyn’s letter of 13th July had been circulated in July. 
The Chair introduced this subject by stating that that it is important how we talk about ‘Resource Church’ as 
well as what we say. He would be issuing a Rector’s letter within the next few weeks which should start a 
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concerted effort over the next few months to explain what a Resource Church really means (and what 
questions still remain for us to work out together). Rennie Quinn raised an important question for 
consideration which was what was the difference between a Resource Church and a Resourcing Church. 

 
ACTION. Barry Hill   

 
4.   To consider the current parish vision including The 9:15am service and an additional curate for 
St Dionysius as previously discussed. 
A Paper comprehensively covering this subject and prepared by The Chair had been circulated prior to the 
meeting. 

 
The Chair, who led on this item, asked for views from the meeting on his Paper and in particular the 8 
questions under the heading ‘Questions & Unknowns on Page 4. Some of these views are given below:- 

 
• It was important to make connections between all congregations. 
• The future development of the 10.45am Service would be the largest development  
• There should not be a dilution of the cross generation of congregations. 
• Neither the Chair not James Pickersgill would allow stagnations of any congregation. 
• There was a strong need to be a part of the whole Church- it was important to remember we were 

all one Church. 
• The matter of children within congregations and how they should be integrated into services was 

an area yet to be resolved and views would be sort from the whole congregations. 
• The decisions made should be demand led. 
• There were mixed views about the 6th Question (f).the majority of the meeting were however in 

favour of an 11.00am start for the Sunday morning main service  but it may need to be shortened 
so as to finish by midday for practical family reasons. 

• There was no particular opposition to the Paper or the “Questions and Unknowns”. 
 

The Chair specifically sort dissenting voices or those who were opposed in principle but none were 
expressed, despite several encouragements to share dissenting views. 

 
The Chair proposed a vote in favour of the Paper and this was seconded by Angie Hill and unanimously 
agreed. 

 
A small group would be formed to work on these matters and bring back their findings in the New Year.  

 
ACTION. New Group  

 
5.        FINANCE & FABRIC- led by Rennie Quinn   

5.1 To receive an up- to- date report on The Re-ordering of the Church 
A Re-Ordering Report had been circulated prior to the meeting and Rennie Quinn spoke to this report. 
 
Rennie Quinn stated that he was pleased with the progress being made towards the Re-Ordering so  
One of the main changes was the accepted realisation that the work would take longer than anticipated 
and that the Committee had been advised that a year should now be allowed for the completion of the 
work. 
 
It was accepted that the original Re-Ordering Committee’s work had been concluded and that  



3 
 

now a small group comprising Rennie Quinn, James Pickersgill, Chris Etherington and Ken Hook should 
take the matter forward. This Group would be able to make certain decisions in conjunction with 
people in the Church who have relevant responsibilities. 
 
Elizabeth Howe proposed the creation of this Empowering Group and this was seconded by Sally Duke 
and unanimously approved. 
 
Immersion Font 
There was to be a feasibility report undertaken over this matter and if the work went ahead it was hoped 
that the Cox & Wall Bequest fund would pay for it. 
 
The meeting generally agreed that it was appropriate that the congregation should be given the 
opportunity to donate towards the Re-Ordering and it was just a matter of deciding the best time to 
approach the congregation. 
 
The Chair expressed the feeling of the meeting in thanking Rennie Quinn and his team for the excellent 
work so far undertaken. 
 
5.2 To receive a report from the Finance Committee including the Treasurer’s summary accounts  
for the year to date & 5.3 To consider further the issue of a Card Reader for donations as outlined 
on The Interim Report previously circulated on 11.8.17  
 
A Summary of the accounts had been circulated prior to the meeting and these were approved. 
A Finance Committee Report had been circulated prior to the meeting and was approved. 
Rennie Quin advised that the issue of a Donations Box was still on hold as was the Card Reader.  
There were a variety of choices of Card Readers available including giving by text. The Dorothy 
Smith Bequest Forum had agreed to pay for these items in due course. 
 
5.4 To receive the Dorothy Smith Bequest Proposals for September 2017 
 
The Dorothy Smith Proposals for September, comprising the main proposals together with an 
additional short email from Ian Clarkson had been circulated prior to the meeting. All the  
Proposals were approved and the Secretary was asked to inform Ian Clarkson accordingly. 
This was proposed by Christina Marshall, seconded by Chris Etherington and unanimously approved. 
       
ACTION. Anthony Sharp 
 
5.5 To receive reports from the Fabric Committee including a report on The Church Community 
Hall. 

The Fabric & Community Hall reports had been circulated prior to the meeting together with a Press 
Release relating to the Community Hall plus 2 Quotations. Ken Hook spoke to the Reports.           

He reported that The Friends of St Dionysius had offered to pay for the Smart Water protection  
for the Roof.  
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It was reported that if the Church could match fund with The Harborough District Council for a new  
sound system for the Hall the Harborough District Council would provide a grant of equal value  
towards the cost.  
 
The Chair proposed a vote of thanks to Ken Hook for all his sterling work. This was proposed by   
Elizabeth Howe, seconded by Deirdre Quinn and unanimously approved. 

 
  

6.        WORSHIP & NURTURE-led by George Marshall   

6.1 To receive an update oral report on the Children & Family Ministry within the parish 
including an invitation to look at the future of The Children & Family Development Worker’s 
role and to respond to the Team Council’s questionnaire accordingly. 

 
The Team Council’s Questionnaire for the future of the Children & Family Development Worker’s Role 
was circulated prior to the meeting. 

 
George Marshall stated that Dawn O’Connell’s work continued to be very useful to the Team. There had 
been an increase in family involvement and the Christening Friends project was continuing to develop. 
George Marshall then led the meeting through the Questionnaire and answers were given to 5 questions 
posed. The Honorary secretary would forward a copy of the answers given to George Marshall as soon as 
possible after the meeting. 

 
ACTION. Anthony Sharp. 
 
7.        Any Other Business                     

7.1 To consider the nomination of Bruce Leat as a School Foundation Governor of Market 
Harborough C of E Primary Academy. 
 
The Nomination Form for Bruce Leat to be appointed again as a School Foundation Governor of 
Market Harborough C of E Primary Academy had been circulated prior to the meeting. The  
Nomination was approved. It was proposed by Christina Marshall, seconded by 
Garry Davies and unanimously agreed.   
  
7.2 To receive an oral update report from The 200 Club- Garry Davies- and a copy of the draft   
annual letter due out in Oct 2017.                
 
A copy of the 2018 draft letter to 200 Club members had been circulated prior to the meeting and was  
approved by the meeting. Garry Davies stated that numbers had plateaued at 130-140 and he was very 
keen to reach the 200 mark. He asked PCC members to all in their power to attract others to join. 
 
     
7.3. Churches Together Forum. Report of meeting held on 7th September 2017 
 
A copy of the Minutes of the Churches Together Forum meeting held on 7th September had been   
circulated prior to the meeting and was accepted by the meeting. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS- led by Barry Hill 

8.        To consider matters relating to Safeguarding within the Parish 
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 Sam Peverett reported that CT1 & CT2 training would be taking place in the parish on 30th  
 September. More training was planned for November which would include Domestic Abuse and 
 Safe Recruitment. 
 
The Chair encouraged all members of the PCC to consider undergoing CT1 & CT2 safeguarding  
 training. 
 
9.       To review the position of the annual renewal of Eucharistic ministers 
 
A List of the present Eucharistic Ministers was circulated prior to the meeting. George Marshall  
 led on this item. 
 
New regulations recently introduced meant that it was no longer necessary to send the names of 
Eucharistic Ministers to the Diocese each year for authorisation. 
       
It was noted that Angela Mullis may now come off the list and James Pickersgill  
undertook to speak with Jane Heritage as to whether she wished to continue. 
 
Chris Etherington proposed, Roger Brookstein seconded and it was unanimously agreed that  
Sally Duke should join the team. 
 
Christina Marshall proposed, Chris Etherington seconded and it was unanimously agreed that in future  
the Wardens and Assistant Wardens would include a Eucharistic Ministry as a part of their  
normal duties. 
 
George Marshall proposed, Ken Hook seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the list should be  
accepted together with the listed alterations. 
       
10.       Correspondence       
10.1. Islamabad Church. 
 
James Pickersgill stated that he had received an email from Freda Carey. 
 
It was agreed that this letter and email should be presented to the Outward Giving Committee for 
consideration. It was linked to the CMS which received the most funds from the parish under the 
Outward Giving Policy. 
 
ACTION James Pickersgill     
               
11.       Meetings 
 
11.1 Next Meeting. 
 
It was noted and agreed that the date of the next PCC meeting would now be Wednesday 
29th November 2017. This was a change from the original date. 
 
11.2 To fix the dates of the PCC Meetings including the APCM for the next 12 months 
 
A list of proposed dates for the PCC meetings and Standing Committee meetings for 2018 were 
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circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
After a full discussion and a vote by show of hands, it was agreed to stay with the current format of the 
APCM and that this would now be held on Wednesday 25th April at 7.30pm in the Community 
Hall.  
 
An updated list of dates- Diary Dates- is attached to these Minutes. 
 
The meeting ended at approximately 9.30pm with prayers. 
                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


