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Minutes of a meeting of the Parochial Church Council of St Dionysius Church, 

Market Harborough, held in The Old Grammar School at 7.00pm on Wednesday 8
th

 February 2017 
 

Present. George Marshall (Chair), Myra Anhoury, Chris Davies, Garry Davies, Angie Hill (Honorary 

Treasurer), Roger Brookstein, Sally Duke, Sarah Hix, Ken Hook, Elizabeth Howe, Samantha Peverett, 

Deirdre Quinn, Rennie Quinn, Anthony Sharp (Honorary Secretary), Brian Tanner and Sandra Ward. 

Special Guest: The Rev Barry Hill (Team Rector designate). 

 

Prayers.   The meeting opened with prayers. 

 

1. Welcome & Apologies. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and in particular The Rev Barry 

Hill.  

 

Apologies were received from Paul Betts. 

 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 16
th

 November 2016 and matters arising from 

    these minutes not on the agenda. 

 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 16th November 2016 were approved and signed. 

 

Matters Arising 

 

2.1 John Gilding The Friends of St Dionysius 

 

It was agreed to invite John Gilding, Chair of the Friends of St Dionysius to attend the March meeting of the 

PCC and to provide a short explanation of the work of the Friends. 

 

ACTION Rennie Quinn 

 

2.2 Item 3.5 To receive an update report regarding the Display Boards 

 

The Chair reported that the Display Boards in the South Aisle had now broken and were irreparable. It was 

unanimously agreed that the issue of new Boards should await the completion of the Re-Ordering. The 

Vergers would now dispose of the upright stands. 

 

ACTION. Myra & Bill Anhoury 

 

2.3 Item 4.4 To receive an update report on the progress being made to clarify David Palmer’s  

      expenses situation. 

 

The meeting was informed that David Palmer had applied to the Market Harborough and Bowdens Charities   

for funds to assist with the various events under “Fresh Expressions” that he was organising. The meeting 

agreed that a new event “Elderberries” should be allowed to proceed at Lenthall House. The arrangements 

regarding approval of his expenses as agreed at the last PCC meeting were once again confirmed.  

 

3. To receive a report on the current recruitment situation for an Associate Rector of St Dionysius  

    and All Saints Lubenham- The Rev Barry Hill, Team Rector-designate. 

 

Papers regarding a proposed new Associate Priest role and Email and Associate Rector Role description and 

Person specification were circulated in advance of the meeting. 
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Barry Hill led on this item by reviewing the situation of appointments so far- as yet unable to say anything 

about the Associate Rector appointment other than the process. He announced the appointment of The Rev 

James Shakespeare to the position of priest in charge of a parish in Cambridgeshire, thus creating a vacancy 

at Great Bowden. Advertisements and interviews would take place as soon as possible for this part time role 

with a view to an appointee commencing in July/August time.   

 

He then spoke to the proposal about the appointment of an Associate Priest for Evangelism Development. 

He stated that The Diocese would be paying for this part time appointment but that if the proposed 

applicant- his wife, The Rev Stephanie Hill (aka ‘Pep’) - was not acceptable, the post would be withdrawn. 

Barry concluded by emphasising that if this appointment went ahead he was very keen to ensure that the 

necessary checks and balances were put in place. 

 

The meeting asked questions of him quite freely and continued the discussion after Barry left the meeting at 

8pm. Following the debate the meeting enthusiastically and unanimously accepted this proposal and agreed 

to progress the matter to an interview stage. An interview team was appointed comprising George Marshall 

(Chair), Chris Davies, Rennie Quinn, Assistant Warden and Samantha Peverett, safeguarding officer. Either 

The Archdeacon or Area Dean would also join the interview Panel. Such an interview would take place as 

soon as possible. 

 

4. WORSHIP & NURTURE- led by George Marshall   

4.1 To review the Christmas period services and events and in particular various issues that arose 

regarding services and incidents. 
 

External events in Church 

 

It was unanimously agreed that in future all external events held in the Church would need to be authorised 

by the Wardens and/or clergy.  
 

Security matters 

 

The locking of the Church at the end of the day would in future be carefully monitored following a few 

recent incidents where the Church was left open. 

 

Dogs 

 

It was agreed that this was virtually an insoluble problem. It was therefore necessary for everyone to be 

made aware of the issue and for it to be carefully monitored. 

 

Cards for Good Causes 

 

This year there was an overlap with the Cards for Good Causes and Di’s Ducklings on Thursday mornings. 

Also, possibly due to when Christmas fell this year, it seemed that the Cards for Good Causes stayed longer 

than usual and this caused a clash with the school Carol Services which in turn brought about health and 

safety concerns regarding numbers. The meeting agreed that it was necessary this year to make timings 

completely clear to the person in charge of the Cards for Good causes. The Church receives approximately 

£800 from allowing this charity to sell Christmas Cards in the Church.  

 

Nine Lessons and Carols 

 

The Chair reported that there had been 2 anonymous complaints about the Nine Lessons and Carols Service 

this year stating that it was not the service that the complainants expected. No action will be taken as it is 
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not the Church’s practice to respond to anonymous complaints. Also it is the same service that has been 

held for very many years.  

 

Christingle Service 

 

The Christingle Service over the last two years has been poorly attended. It was agreed that the suggestion 

would be put to the Team that the service is moved to Sunday afternoon. 

 

Weddings during Re-Ordering 

 

It had been agreed that no bookings would be able to be taken for Weddings during the anticipated Re-

Ordering period in 2018- Easter to Remembrance. 
 

 

4.2 To receive an update report on the Children & Family Ministry within the parish.  

 

A Report, and email from Dawn O’Connell and a Table had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

 

Safer recruitment 

 

A small team has been set up to look after the Safer Recruitment Policy at St Dionysius- Samantha Peverett 

(Chair), Angie Hill, Sarah Hix and Elizabeth Howe. The Chair reminded the meeting that according to the 

Diocese, whoever took responsibility for acquiring Christening Friends needed to remember that all such 

Friends would need to adhere to the Safer Recruitment Policy. 

 

Gathertogether 

 

Children’s space 

 

Samantha Peverett advised the meeting that the leaders of the various Children’s organisation within the 

Church had decided together that the Trial planned to test the setting aside of a special area for children in 

the Church should be delayed, which was agreed by the meeting.  

 

A children’s corner did still exist within the Church- at the back of the Church in the South Aisle- but 

unfortunately over time, through lack of use, it had become more of a storage area. It was agreed that a 

permanent area should be re-established. This was preferred to an area more in the front of the Church for 

various good practical reasons. It was agreed that this should be trialed at a time agreed by the Children’s 

organisations. The meeting emphasised that children have always been given a warm welcome at Church 

and this will naturally continue. 

 

Participation 

 

The meeting was generally in support of the proposals in Dawn O’Connell’s Paper “Gathertogether” 

regarding participation, but good notice needs to be given to create a proper rotas system to make it most 

effective. 

 

Theatre 

 

The Chair reminded the meeting that there was no storage facilities at The Theatre at all either for free or to 

rent. 
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Following a request by email prior to the meeting from Roger Brookstein it was confirmed by the Honorary 

Treasurer that approximately £500 had been set aside for children’s work for this year and it was hoped that 

this would increase each year. 

 

5. Any Other Business 

5.1 Holy Week 

Morning Service on Palm Sunday at St Dionysius this year will be an All-Age Communion Service using 

the Great Bowden format. 

Maundy Thursday. By popular demand an Agape Form of Service is planned. 

5.2 VASL   

Voluntary Action South Leicestershire (VASL) has requested through Myra Anhoury that they be allowed 

to use the Church on Tuesday mornings between 10.00am and 12 noon for receipt of pre-paid monies for 

transport services for their pension clients. It has been necessary to look for premises in the centre of Market 

Harborough now that they have moved from The Settling Rooms to The Torch Building. Both 

Churchwardens were in favour as was the meeting and Myra Anhoury would return to VASL to make final 

arrangements. The facility would start after Easter 2017. The facility would be on a trial basis to be 

reviewed in the autumn. 

ACTION. Myra Anhoury 

5.3 Photocopier 

The meeting unanimously approved the leasing of a new photocopier from another company –Majestic- 

which would reduce costs by around £160 per quarter on our current licence. This would be actioned by the 

end of this month. It was accepted that this was a Team item, but because of time constraints the meeting 

agreed that it should be progressed immediately. 

It as proposed by Sandra Ward and seconded by Sally Duke and unanimously approved. It was possible 

than an official letter may be required from the Honorary Secretary, but The Chair would come back to the 

Secretary if this did prove necessary. 

5.4 CCTV System  

Majestic had also proposed the purchase of a new CCTV system for the cost of £2000 which would allow 

monitoring in the office, or via the internet from home computers etc. The existing system was considered 

to be archaic. Cox & Wall would be asked to pay for this. Elizabeth Howe proposed and George Marshall 

seconded that an approach be made to Cox & Wall and this proposal was agreed unanimously. Deirdre 

Quinn proposed and Rennie Quinn seconded the proposal to purchase the new CCTV equipment and the 

meeting unanimously agreed. 

6. PASTORAL CARE, MISSION & OUTREACH- led by Sarah Hix 

 

6.1 Churches Together Forum  

 

A report from The Churches Together Forum had been circulated prior to the meeting and was accepted by 

the meeting.     
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7.  FINANCE & FABRIC- led by Rennie Quinn 

7.1 To receive a current report on The Re-ordering of the Church.  

A written Report on Re-Ordering had been circulated prior to the meeting and this was accepted by the 

meeting. 

 

7.2   To receive a report from the Finance Committee including the Treasurer’s summary accounts 

for the year to date  

 

Both the Summary accounts, a draft Budget for 2017 and a copy of the Finance Committee Report had been 

circulated prior to the meeting. 

 

The Chair of the Finance Committee reported that they had allowed for a deficit for 2017 of £3062. Income 

must increase during this year otherwise the parish contribution for 2017 would suffer. The deficit Budget 

was agreed. 

 

7.3. To receive the Dorothy Smith Bequest Proposals for February 2017 

 

A list of Proposals from the Dorothy Smith Bequest Forum for consideration by the PCC had been 

circulated prior to the meeting. The proposals were unanimously agreed by the committee. 

 

 7.4   To receive a report from the Fabric Committee including a report on The Church Community 

Hall.   

A copy of the Fabric Committee Report and that of the Community Hall had been circulated prior to the 

meeting. 

Ken Hook reported that he would be seeing John Dodson in the very near future regarding the tree root 

problem. He may simply recommend a pruning of the roots. 

Before installing the sound boards a short trial would be undertaken. The company was also waiting for 

some parts to come in but the work should be completed very soon.  

The Harborough District Council had requested sight of a copy of the Church’s Constitution and Equality 

Policy. It was appreciated that this was nothing more than a ‘tick-box’ exercise, but we had to do what we 

could.  

Subsequent to the meeting both matters have been satisfactorily resolved. 

8. OTHER BUSINESS- led by George Marshall 

 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 

8.1 To approve initial plans for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 26
th

 April 2017 

 

The meeting will be chaired once again by The Rev Andrew Quigley as Acting Team Rector and it was 

agreed that the presentation after the official business of the evening should be led by George Marshall. 
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8.2. To consider PCC membership for 2017- appointments, retirements and vacancies 

A copy of the present members of the PCC annotated to take account of various vacancies been circulated 

prior to the meeting. Sarah Hix would be ending her present term as Churchwarden and Rennie Quinn, if 

elected, would take over that role from her. There was a need for a further Assistant Churchwarden.  

By continuing to follow the recommendations of The Rev Canon Richard Brand when he was Team Rector, 

this would leave us with one vacancy on the Parochial Church Council this year as Sandra Ward would be 

stepping down at the APCM.  

8.3. To consider Deanery Synod membership for 2017- Election year- appointments, retirements and 

vacancies 

The same document that had been circulated under 8.3 above showed that this year was the year for 

elections to the Deanery Synod. There were 4 vacancies to fill and both Sandra Ward and Sally Duke agreed 

to put themselves forward for election. The necessary Nomination Forms would be sent to both persons. 

George Marshall and Paul Betts were already ex officio members of the Deanery Synod and did not need to 

be re-elected. 

ACTION Anthony Sharp  

 9.       To receive an oral update report on Safeguarding matters        

 

The Chair reported that it was hoped that local training on Safeguarding C1 & C2 would be held at the Cube 

in Market Harborough on Saturday 11
th

 March. It would be a Team event.            

 

Christening Friends did not need DBS checks but their interviewing would need to follow Safer 

Recruitment. Both Funding visitors and Bereavement visitors would need safeguarding training.   

10.     Correspondence   

10.1 Use of Church photograph for commercial gain.  

Email correspondence dated Jan 17 relating to the use of a Church photograph for commercial gain had 

been circulated prior to the meeting.  

Chris Davies reported that from a legal point of view, if there was no notice in the Church forbidding such 

photography, then it cannot be stopped. It was agreed that Rennie Quinn and Chris Davies would meet with 

David Allen, the photographer, with a view to seeking a donation from him. 

ACTION Rennie Quinn; Chris Davies  

10.2. Knights of St John. 

A letter had been received by the Chair from The Knights of St John who were requesting the use of the 

Church for an event on 4
th

 October this year, which was agreed. 

10.3 Bishop’s Lent Appeal 

The Chair had received a letter from the Diocese requesting that a retiring collection should take place on 

Sunday 12
th

 March for the Bishop’s Lent Appeal. This was agreed.  
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11.  Future Meetings    
 

11.1 To note the date of the next PCC meeting- Wednesday 15
th

 March 2017   

 

This date was confirmed and noted.                     

                            

11.2 To consider the necessity of changing some of the provisional PCC meeting dates for the 

remainder of the year in the light of the availability of The Rev Barry Hill-  

 

The Diary Dates document duly annotated with suggested changes for the second half of 2017 had been 

circulated prior to the meeting. 

 

It was agreed that that Honorary Secretary would speak with Barry Hill, George Marshall and the 2 

Churchwardens first and agree new dates, following which the Parochial Church Council as a whole would 

be circulated with the agreed new dates. 

 

ACTION Anthony Sharp 

 

The meeting closed at 9.55pm with the Grace. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


