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Minutes of a meeting of the Parochial Church Council of St Dionysius Church, 
Market Harborough, held in The Church at 7.00pm on Wednesday 21st September 2016 

 
Present. George Marshall (Chair), Myra Anhoury, Chris Davies, Garry Davies, Sally Duke, Angie Hill 
(Honorary Treasurer), Elizabeth Howe, Myra Anhoury, Roger Brookstein, Sarah Hix, Samantha Peverett 
Deirdre Quinn, Rennie Quinn, Anthony Sharp (Honorary Secretary), Brian Tanner and Sandra Ward . 
 
Prayers.   The meeting opened with prayers. 
 
1. Welcome & Apologies. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and in particular the three 
presenters- David Palmer, Emma & Jonathan Dowman.  
 
Apologies were received from Paul Betts & Ken Hook.  
 
2. Minutes.  
The Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 20th July 2016 were approved and signed. 
 
Matters Arising. 
 
2.1 Item 3.1 The Donation Box  
 
At the Standing Committee meeting on Tuesday 6th September it had been unanimously agreed that The 
Donation Box was not fit for purpose and NE3D should be so advised. The situation would be discussed 
with Jim Davies an Academic Lawyer, who was also an expert on Contract Law. 
 
Because time was of the essence in this matter and NE3D had accepted our position, the Box had been 
returned prior to the PCC meeting but the meeting approved the action taken. 
 
The whole issue of the upgrading of the existing Donations Box would be revisited at the next meeting. 
 
The Secretary wished to thank all those who had assisted him with resolving this issue. It had been a 
brilliant example of excellent teamwork. 
 
ACTION. Anthony Sharp 
  
2.2 Item 2.2 The Church’s financial contribution to 2016/17 
 
Brian Tanner reported that he had received no acknowledgement from the Diocese as yet of his letter to 
them regarding the Financial Contribution from St Dionysius for 2016/17. He would chase them up once 
again. 
 
ACTION. Brian Tanner 
 
2.3 Item 2.5 Finalising of the list of members of The Parish Sub Committees 
 
Both Sandy Ward and Elizabeth Howe confirmed that they had not as yet received confirmation from the 
Bower House as to precisely who were the St Dionysius representatives. Sandra Ward would chase this up. 
Elizabeth Howe confirmed that she remained very willing to serve. 
 
ACTION Sandra Ward  
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2.4 Item 2.6 Insurance cover for all Childrens’ Events 
 
Angie Hill confirmed that The Ecclesiastical Insurance Company had confirmed that the policy covered all 
Church Children’s events. 
 
3. Pioneer ministries; Two presentations on the work of the Pioneer Ministers- Jonathan & Emma 
Dowman & David Palmer. 
 
David Palmer, Emma & Jonathan Dowman all provided important presentations on their work within the 
Harborough Anglican Team. Synopsis of David Palmer’s presentation is attached to these Minutes.  
 
David Palmer’s Expenses. 
 
David informed the meeting that he had applied to the Diocese for funding for his projects. His aim was to 
make the events self-funding. The PCC agreed that all reasonable expenses should be paid by St Dionysius. 
David would meet with certain Church representatives in the near future to discuss the details of this. 
 
ACTION David Palmer; George Marshall 
 
4. Any Other Business 

4.1 Harvest Festivals and Foodbank requests 

Sandra Ward had sent an email to the Secretary prior to the meeting that emanated from The Harborough 
Foodbank requesting that Churches consider donating all non- perishable gifts given at Harvest Festival to 
the Foodbank. The meeting approved this proposal unanimously.     

 4.2 The 200 Club update 

Garry Davies had prepared a draft letter for 2017 to all 200 Club members to be sent out in October and this 
draft had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was unanimously approved and would now be sent as 
planned in October. There were at the moment 130 members of the 200 Club and his target was to reach 
200. He asked members of the PCC to do all they could to encourage new members. 

ACTION. Gary Davies  

5. To receive an update oral report on matters relating to Church Security 
 
Church West Door. 
 
The Chair reported that the lock to the west door of the Church has now been changed as planned and 30 
keys only issued. The issuing of the keys, now much more controlled, is now the responsibility of the 
Wardens. 
 
Kitchen Area 
 
There was an attempted break-in to the kitchen area of the Church on 20th September but it failed and the 
intruder was captured on the CCTV camera. 
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6. WORSHIP & NURTURE- led by George Marshall   

6.1 To receive an update report on the Children’s & Family Ministry within the parish. 
 
Reports from both Dawn O’Connell and Sam Peverett had been circulated prior to the meeting.   
It was agreed to invite The Rev Jayne Lewis and Dawn O’Connell to give a short presentation at the next 
PCC meeting in November on the recent “Gathering Papers” circulated with this meeting’s agenda. 
 
ACTION; George Marshall 
 
Changes to services were agreed to be a Team matter and this ought to ensure a better approach. 
Safeguarding issues need to be taken into account on a regular basis. 
 
A Paper was presented to the meeting on the acquisition of new tables and Chairs for Di’s Ducklings. It was 
known that The Dorothy Smith Bequest Forum had approved financing them in general and the meeting 
agreed that they should be incorporated into Church Furniture. This was proposed by Elizabeth Howe and 
seconded by Sandra Ward and unanimously approved. 
 
No leaders of the Groups had yet viewed any of the proposed furniture in situ and Elizabeth Howe 
undertook to arrange this. 
 
ACTION. Elizabeth Howe   
 
 7.        FINANCE & FABRIC- led by Rennie Quinn 
 
 7.1 To receive a current report on The Re-ordering of the Church.   
 
A Report on Re-Ordering was tabled at the meeting and Rennie Quinn took the meeting through the Report.  
A copy of the report is attached to the minutes. 
 
It had become clear that the Statement of Significance would have to be rewritten and professional 
assistance would be sought at the cost of approximately £800. This amended document would then need to 
be submitted to the DAC for preliminary approval at their December meeting. If this was accepted then it 
would be the appropriate time to move towards applying for a Faculty. The time being taken for this was 
quite normal. This plan of action was proposed by Elizabeth Howe, seconded by Sarah Hix and the meeting 
unanimously approved it. 
     
7.2 To receive a report from the Finance Committee including the Treasurer’s summary accounts for         
      the year to date 
 
 A Summary of the accounts had been circulated prior to the meeting and a Finance Committee report was 
tabled at the meeting by Rennie Quinn. A copy of this tabled report is attached to the Minutes. 
 
Rennie Quinn reported that we were approximately on budget at the moment. The Fete had realised 
approximately £1000 less than in 2015.This would of course increase the deficit. Angie Hill and Rennie 
Quinn would be getting together in the near future to better understand the precise financial position. There 
was little doubt that the vacancy was having a detrimental effect upon income and Church attendance. 
ACTION. Angie Hill & Rennie Quinn. 
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It was unanimously agreed that the Secretary would write an official letter of thanks to each member of the 
Fete Committee, all of whom were stepping down this year, in recognition of all their stalwart work in 
organising the Fete and their invaluable contributions as members of the Fete Committee.  
ACTION. Anthony Sharp 
 
7.3 To receive a report from the Fabric Committee including a report on The Church Community  

Hall 

A report from the Fabric Committee together with a report of the Community Hall activities had been 
circulated prior to the meeting together with an August Email exchange regarding Sea Cadets. 

It was confirmed that the Friends of St Dionysius were willing to support the fitting of Sound Boards to the 
Tower up to a maximum cost of £5000 and Ken Hook was seeking further financial support from The 
Market Harborough and Bowdens Charity. The total cost of the work would amount to £9213 + Architects’ 
fees of 13% + VAT which would be reclaimable. 

The meeting approved the erection of a gate in the fencing as outlined in the email exchange circulated prior 
to the meeting with the Sea Cadets. Should the Sea Cadets cease to use the Community Hall, they would be 
responsible for returning the fencing to its present state.  There would be no costs to the Church or 
Community Hall        

7.4 To give early consideration to the next Funding Programme, due in 2017. 

The meeting agreed that a Funding Programme, due in 2017 should go forward and Rennie Quinn was 
unanimously elected as leader of this Funding Programme. It was agreed that The PCC will own the 
problem of Church finances as things are difficult at the moment.  

OTHER BUSINESS- led by George Marshall 

8. To receive an update report of the present situation regarding the recruitment of a new Team 
Rector. 

 
An Appendix to the Team profile prepared by George Marshall had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
Chris Davies reported that The Bishop had called a meeting of the Recruitment Team for Friday 23rd 
September when no doubt the position of applicants to the recent advertisement would be made clear. A 
short listing exercise was in the process of being compiled and interviews were scheduled for 26th October 
2016. 

 
9.   Safeguarding.     
 
9.1 To receive an oral update report on Safeguarding from Sam Peverett. 
 
A letter from Bishop Martyn, a Safeguarding Newsletter and Training Dates had been circulated prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Sam Peverett reported that there were a number of new safeguarding policies that had recently been issued 
and if these new procedures were not followed it could seriously affect the Insurance cover that the Church 
held. It was also felt that some of these new policies could have a detrimental effect on volunteers coming 
forward to assist the Church. 
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George Marshall and Sam Peverett would meet to discuss matters further which could also possible have an 
effect on the forthcoming Funding Programme. 
 
ACTION George Marshall & Sam Peverett 

               
9.2 To consider the appointment of a pediatric certified first-aider and the provision of a defibrillator 
to support the Safeguarding Policy for the Children’s organisations within the Church.  
 
The meeting unanimously appointed Sam Peverett as the officially appointed new pedriatic certified first-
aider as she stated that she was fully qualified to carry out this task. 
 
The Dorothy Smith Bequest Forum had agreed to fund the provision of a Defibrillator for the Church. 
However a maintenance company will need to be employed to regularly maintain the defibrillator but they 
will only be willing to do this if it is accessible at all times. The meeting was generally in agreement with 
the proposals.  
 
Chris Davies undertook to make further enquiries regarding accessibility. 

 
ACTION Chris Davies.           
 
10.     Correspondence.    

The Secretary reported that there was no correspondence that had come to his notice. 

11. Meetings 2017      

11.1 To note the date of the next PCC meeting- Wednesday 16th November   2016    

 

11.2 To fix the dates of the PCC Meetings including the APCM for the next 12 months 
 
Suggested dates for the PCC meetings and Annual Parochial Church Meeting had been circulated prior to 
the meeting. It was noted that Brian Tanner had suggested a change of day of the week should be considered 
for the general PCC meetings. It was agreed that a decision regarding this should await the arrival of a new 
Team Rector. In the meantime the dates agreed were as follows. 
 
The updated and agreed list of PCC dates for 2017 are as follows:- 
 
Wednesday 8th February 2017                                                    

Wednesday 15th March 2017                                                       

Wednesday 26th April 2017 (APCM) (The Community Hall)                                       

Wednesday 17th May 2017                                                           

Wednesday 21st June 2017 (Extraordinary Meeting)                    

Wednesday 19th July 2017                                                          

Wednesday 20th September 2017                                                

Wednesday 15th November   2017    
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{For Standing Committee Members only; The updated and agreed list of Standing Committee Dates for 
2017 are as follows:- 
 
Tuesday 17th January 2017. 

Tuesday 28th February 2017 

Tuesday 2nd May 2017 

Tuesday 6th June 2017                               

Tuesday 4th July 2017 

Tuesday 5th September 2017 

Tuesday 31st October 2017 

 
 
The meeting closed with the Grace at 9.10pm 
 


