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Minutes of a meeting of the Parochial Church Council of St Dionysius Church, 
Market Harborough, held in St Nicholas Church Meeting Room, St Nicholas Church, Rectory Lane, 

Market Harborough L16 8AS on Wednesday 20th March 2019 at 7.00pm 
 

 
Present. The Rev. Barry Hill (Chair), Roy Ayliffe, Pat Brafield, Roger Brookstein, Chris Davies, Chris 
Etherington, The Rev Andy Giles, Angie Hill, Ken Hook, Elizabeth Howe, Christina Marshall, George 
Marshall, Samantha Peverett, The Rev James Pickersgill, Deirdre Quinn, Rennie Quinn & Anthony Sharp 
(Honorary Secretary).  
 
John Gilding Guest speaker. 
 
1.  Prayers.   The meeting opened with prayers and a bible reflection led by The Rev Andy Giles. 
 
Welcome & Apologies. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Apologies were received from The Rev Stephanie Hill & Robert Leveritt.     

 
2. The Friends of St Dionysius-a short update report on the recent work of The Friends and plans for 
the future.  Speaker John Gilding, Chair of the Friends of St Dionysius. 
 
Please see John’s presentation attached  
 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 30th January 2019  
 
The Minutes of the PCC meeting held on Wednesday 30th January 2019 were agreed and signed. 

     
4. Matters arising from the minutes of the PCC meeting held on 30th January 2019 not on the 
    agenda. 

 
4.1 Item 4.4   To note the attendance at The PCC of Ian Clarkson in September 2019. 
 
The Chair informed the meeting that Ian Clarkson, Chair of the Dorothy Smith Bequest Forum had accepted 
the invitation to attend a PCC meeting on Wednesday 18th September 2019. 
  
4.2 Item 6.1   An update oral report on the proposals from the 11am Sunday Service Development 
Group.  
 
The meeting was informed that the refreshment rotas for the 11.00am Sunday service was working well and 
all arrangements were satisfactory. 
  
4.3 Item 7.3 To receive an update as to the success of obtaining a further representative for the new 
Deanery Synod 
 
With the number of people on the Electoral Roll as at 31st December 2018 being in excess of 200, the Parish 
was allowed 4 representatives on the Deanery Synod. Roy Ayliffe had kindly agreed to stand; Rob Peveritt 
was another volunteer but with his potential move towards ordination study, this may not be possible. This 
would therefore leave room for 2 more representatives if they can be found. James Pickersgill agreed to 
come back to the Secretary with further thoughts in due course. 
 
ACTION: James Pickersgill  
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4.4 Item 11.1 To continue the search for a replacement Chair of the Outward Giving Committee.  
 
At the moment this vacancy remains unfilled and James Pickersgill agreed to report back to the next 
meeting of any progress that he had been able to make. 
 
ACTION: James Pickersgill  
 
4.5 Item 4.3 To receive a further oral report on the efforts to obtain more volunteers to act as 
sidespeople for the Church Services following the meeting held on 28th November 2018. 
 
Chris Etherington reported that the meeting regarding volunteers originally planned for February had been 
postponed until May 2019. 
 
 5.      FINANCE & FABRIC- led by Rennie Quinn   
 
 5.1 To receive an up-to date written report on The Re-ordering of the Church 
 
Two reports regarding Re-Ordering had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
Rennie Quinn spoke to the Reports. The DAC had stated that there was now no need for a supplementary 
submission to be sent to them. It was proposed by Ken Hook, seconded by Andy Giles and unanimously 
agreed that The Architect should now be instructed to proceed with the work necessary to commence the 
Re-Ordering as from January 2020. 
 
There may well be an increase in costs from the firm covering the AV system and some further decisions 
needed to be made, which should be delegated to the Re-Ordering Committee.  Elizabeth Howe proposed, 
Roy Ayliffe seconded and it was unanimously agreed that this should be the correct procedure for the 
making of such decisions. The Cox & Wall Bequest Fund would be paying for this work.  
 
The new lighting system planned would, according to QODA, the contractor who would be undertaking this 
work, amount to a total of approximately £10,000 .This was agreed by the meeting with Chris Davies 
proposing, Ken Hook seconding and the meeting giving its unanimous approval. 
 
Rennie believed that the final costings for the Re-ordering including the Organ refurbishment and taking 
into account storage costs and loss of income during the Church closure whilst the Re-ordering was taking 
place would amount to £ 1.25m + VAT. The work would take up to 42 weeks and would commence in 
January 2020. It would not be possible to keep the Church open during the Re-ordering. The implications 
for such a massive exercise were considerable including of course where the regular worship would take 
place. It was urgently necessary to form a small working party and an appropriate leader of that working 
party to commence the logistical planning.  
 
ORGAN. 
 
Some while ago Paul Hale had undertaken work to produce a number of quotations for the refurbishment or 
replacing of the Organ. Henry Groves & Son had been preferred and chosen by The PCC and their second 
proposal which would incorporate a third manual at a cost of approximately £90,000 was agreed. This 
would be submitted to The DAC for separate approval.     
 
This second proposal from Henry Groves & Son was proposed to be accepted by Elizabeth Howe, Seconded 
by Christina Marshall and unanimously agreed. 
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The fitting of the refurbished Organ will be undertaken after the Re-Ordering is complete. The hiring of 
suitable musical accompaniment for services would need to be considered during what was hoped would be 
a short window, but this could be up to 6 months, between the completion of Re-ordering and the settling in 
of the refurbished organ until it is ready to play. 

5.2 To receive a paper on a Fundraising Strategy- Chris Etherington 
 
A Paper entitled Church Re-Ordering- Grants Procedures, prepared by Chris Etherington had been 
circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
Chris Etherington spoke to her paper and confirmed that the Committee was virtually ready to apply for 
Grants towards the cost of the Re-Ordering.  
 
There was an urgent need to provide the Market Harborough & Bowdens Charities with a satisfactory list of 
uses the Church could in due course be used for to fulfill public needs. We needed to explain the benefits to 
the community which very much included secular use as well as Church use. Chris Etherington asked the 
meeting to provide her with ideas of such use to add to her list, by email. It would also be important to 
include the same wording as each of our halls have in their booking contracts that states we may be unable 
to take certain bookings if they are not consistent with our values. The recommendations for the Church 
striving towards a greater use of the building by the community, following the reordering project, was 
accepted unanimously 
 
The meeting also agreed that by expanding the use of the newly re-ordered Church for more events and 
happenings, it was very important that the opportunity for peace and quiet for many was not lost. 
 
5.3 To receive a written report from the Finance Committee and receive The Treasurer’s summary 
accounts for the year to date. 
 
A written Finance Report and a Treasurer’s report were both circulated prior to the meeting and accepted. 
 
Andy Giles suggested that it may be possible to resurrect the Church Fete in September with the help of the 
9.15am Service Team.  
  
5.4. To receive a current report on the work being undertaken over Generous Giving. 
 
The Generous Giving Group had recently met and were planning two special Generous Giving weekends- 
April and September. A leaflet will be produced for these weekends. 
 
The Diocese had recently sent a letter signed by The Bishops of Leicester & Loughborough regarding parish 
contributions reminding the parish of their promise to offer £100,000 for 2020. A copy of this letter plus 
accompanying literature will be attached to the agenda for the May PCC meeting. A response was required 
by the end of May and the matter would be discussed at that May PCC. 
 
5.5. To receive oral reports from the Fabric Committee and The Church Community Hall Committee 

Ken Hook reported the following:- 

Energy Company. The Church and Community Hall had now ended their contract with EON. A decision 
had yet to be made as to which energy company would now be used. 
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Church Notice Boards 

It had been accepted some while ago that the Church Notice Boards needed replacing. Notice Boards made 
of aluminum rather than wood seemed to be favoured. Ken Hook stated that the matter was being explored 
in depth. It would be necessary to apply for a Faculty for this work. 

Flag Master 

Ken Hook reported that the new Flag Master Anan was finding the task of Flag Master too onerous for him 
and ideally a new master should be sought. The Fabric Committee would give serious consideration to this 
matter at their next meeting. 
 
 6.      THE UNFOLDING STORY OF THE RESOURCE CHURCH TEAM - led by James 
              Pickersgill  
              
 6.1. The 9.15am All-age led Sunday service - the story so far and a view to the future 
 
 A Paper prepared by Andy Giles had been circulated prior to the meeting and Andy spoke to the 
 paper. 
 
 James Pickersgill stated that there had been a meeting of all Resource Churches in January with a  
 focused effort to look at its unfolding story.  
 
 Andy confirmed that the 9.15am Service was developing nicely and growing well in numbers on a 
  reasonably regular basis. A Worship Team has been formed and there are 3 musicians who lead musical 
  worship each week. Funding has helped greatly. There are plans for discipleship groups and these may  
  initially focus on single ‘mums’. Quite a number of worshippers at this service have gone onto join the  
  Alpha Course. 
 
  6.2. The Vision Roadshow on Sunday 12th May 2019 
 
  James Pickersgill highlighted the Vision Roadshow to be held on Sunday 12th May. The Service pattern  
  across the team will vary focussing on the Resource Church. Details will be provided in the weekly 
  Notice Sheet. 
  
   6.3. Bishop Martyn Snow’s visit on Sunday 8th September 2019 
 
   James Pickersgill also highlighted the Bishop’s visit to the parish on Sunday 8th September. This  
   visit was linked to the Resource Church. There would be a team wide service in the morning with a 
   venue yet to be announced. 

 
   7.      SAFEGUARDING MATTERS- led by Barry Hill & Samantha Peverett 
 
   7.1 To receive an email from Andrew Brockbank dated January 2019 + attachments regarding the 
   reporting of serious incidents to The Charity Commission 
 
   An email from Andrew Brockbank of the Diocese together with several attachments relating to the    
   requirement to report serious incidents regarding safeguarding to the Charity Commission were circulated  
   prior to the meeting. The main change in this area is that the Charity Commission & The Diocese have      
   agreed new procedures going forward. 
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   The meeting approved the changes and documents. Elizabeth Howe proposed, Rennie Quinn seconded 
   and the meeting agreed unanimously. 
 
     7.2 To consider and approve The Child Protection Policy for the Church for 2019 and receive an 
     update report on Safeguarding. 
 
     All necessary documents relating to the Annual Review and PCC approval of the Child Protection Policy 
     for the Church had been circulated prior to the meeting and the changes were explained by Sam 
     Peverett, The Safeguarding Officer. The necessary documents were appropriately signed and passed  
     back to Sam Peverett for safe-keeping and appropriate display.   
      
     Approval was proposed by Angie Hill, seconded by Roy Ayliffe and unanimously approved. 
 
     The Policy & Procedures were approved with Chris Etherington proposing, Elizabeth Howe seconding 
      and the meeting unanimously agreeing. 
 
     Sam Peverett was stepping down from the PCC but remaining as Safeguarding Officer.  It was agreed 
     that Angie Hill would be the Safeguarding representative on the PCC. The meeting gave Sam Peverett  
     an open invitation to come to the PCC meetings at any time if needed. 
      
    The Action Plans had not yet been confirmed but names would be agreed upon and confirmed. 
 
    The Annual Report on Safeguarding was proposed by Sam Peverett, seconded by Chris Etherington and 
     unanimously approved. 
        
    The Chair confirmed that the Church’s attitude to Safeguarding was changing, slowly but surely, but  
     there was quite a way still to go. 
 
     Sam Peverett emphasised the necessity for all PCC members to read the Pocket Guide and to  
     acknowledge to her that they had read the document.  
 
      ACTION. PCC members  
  

8.    THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
 

8.1 To approve the draft Annual Report which includes a draft Budget for 2019 and draft  
Financial Statements for the Y/E 31 December 2018. 
 
A draft copy of the Annual Report for 2018 had been circulated prior to the meeting. A few small errors 
were pointed out by the meeting and subsequently corrected. The Report was approved and proposed by 
Chris Davies and seconded by Roger Brookstein and unanimously approved.  
       
8.2 To give consideration to the final plans for the Annual Parish Church Meeting for 2019 on  
Wednesday 10th April 2019  
 
The final plans for the APCM were going well and it was agreed that the session after the formal 
meeting and after refreshments would take the form of a series of group sessions on the general subject 
of “How have we seen God at work at St Dionysius during this last year”. 
 

       8.3. To consider the best ways of recruiting more members of the laity to The PCC- we have 3 
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       vacancies.  
 
       A position paper on the current members of the PCC and vacancies had been updated and circulated  
       prior to the meeting. 
 
        At the moment there were no nominations for one Assistant Churchwarden. 
 
        The Nomination Forms together with the new Guide on PCC membership were now on display in 
        Church and the clergy had been asked to announce the APCM and the vacancies as from Sunday 1st 

           April. 
 

8.4 To consider the current position of the revision of the Electoral Roll- George Marshall. 
         
        George Marshall, The Electoral Roll Officer stated that to date the revision of the Electoral Roll which 
        had taken place this year had produced 196 names. George Marshall was congratulated and thanked for 
        his excellent efforts. (Subsequent to the meeting this figure has now risen to over the 200 mark) 
 
        9.      WORSHIP & NURTURE-led by James Pickersgill 
            
        9.1 An update oral report on the position with Home Communions within the parish 
 
        James Pickersgill informed the meeting that Susan Cooper was leading the team and keeping a 
        watching brief on the people able to administer Holy Communion to those in need in their  
        homes. George Marshall stated that there were three people able to do this at the present but 
        Eucharistic Ministers were also able to offer this service as Home Communion Ministers provided the  
        necessary safeguarding checks are in place. 
. 
 
        9.2 To receive an oral update on the “Thy Kingdom Come” project 
 
        James Pickersgill stated that following the Archbishops’ recent call for prayer, there would be a 9 days 
        long project to promote this. It was necessary to bring the Churches together to meet to decide whether 
        we come together as a Team or as individual Churches to promote this project. 
 
        9.3 To note as a reminder of the ordination of Andy Giles on 29th June and his first celebration of  
        Communion on 30th June.    
 
        James Pickersgill reminded the meeting of the Ordination of The Rev Andy Giles which will be taking 
        place at Leicester Cathedral on Saturday 29th June and he would be celebrating his first Communion on  
        Sunday 30th June at the 11am service, followed by a bring and share lunch at the Cube.                

        10.    PASTORAL CARE, MISSION & OUTREACH- led by Barry Hill              
        
  10.1 To receive a report from The recent meeting of The Churches Together Forum 
 
   A Report from James Pickersgill on the recent meeting of the Churches Together Forum had been 
   circulated prior to the meeting and was accepted. 
 
  10.2 To receive a current report on the efforts to recruit one further lay representative for The   
  Churches Together Forum  
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  James Pickersgill informed the meeting that there was still one vacancy to be filled from the PCC as a 
  representative for the Churches Together Forum  
 
  
 
 
  
   11.  To approve the transfer of Jo Giles to the Benefice for Reader Ministry from Cumbria. 
 
   The Chair informed the meeting that Jo Giles had been selected and trained to be a reader in Cumbria 
   and her licensing had to be approved by the St Dionysius PCC. This was proposed by George  
   Marshall, seconded by Chris Etherington and unanimously approved by the meeting. 

 
         12. Any Other Business  
 
         Barry Hill confirmed that this would the last St Dionysius PCC meeting which he would officially 
         Chair. After the APCM the role of Chair of the PCC would pass to James Pickersgill.   

            
 OTHER BUSINESS- led by Barry Hill 

         13.  Correspondence.  
 
         There was none 
 
         14.  Meetings: - To note the date of the next PCC meeting as Wednesday 15th May 2019 at the 
         summer venue of St Dionysius Church. 
 
 
         The meeting closed with prayer at 9.25pm. 
 
             


