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Edited Minutes of a meeting of the Parochial Church Council of St Dionysius Church, 
Market Harborough, held in The Church at 7.00pm on Wednesday 17th May 2017 

 
Present. The Rev. Barry Hill (Chair), The Rev. James Pickersgill, The Rev. Stephanie Hill, Paul Betts, Pat 
Brafield, Chris Davies, Garry Davies, Sally Duke, Angie Hill (Honorary Treasurer), Roger Brookstein, Ken 
Hook, Elizabeth Howe, Christina Marshall, George Marshall, Samantha Peverett, Deirdre Quinn, Rennie 
Quinn, Anthony Sharp (Honorary Secretary)  and Sandra Ward. 
 
Prayers.   The meeting opened with prayers and a bible reflection led by The Chair. 
 
The Chair presented George Marshall with a card and gift in recognition of his invaluable work during the 
15 months of the vacancy acting as Chair of the PCC and numerous other duties that he so ably undertook, 
and thanked all those who had taken on extra responsibilities and ministry during the vacancy. 
 
1. Welcome & Apologies. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting including the new members of the 
Parochial Church Council-Christina Marshall & Patricia Brafield.  
 
Apologies were received from Myra Anhoury. 
 
2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 15th March 2017 and matters arising from 
    these minutes not on the agenda. 
 
The Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 15th March 2017 were approved and signed.  
 
Matters Arising 
 
2.1 Item 3.1 To receive an update regarding certain on-going security and vulnerability matters that 
continue to remain unresolved. 
 
George Marshall reported that the new CCTV cameras were yet to be installed and he will chase up the 
company as he was waiting to hear about an installation date. 
 
ACTION George Marshall  
 
The vulnerability of Saturday ‘welcomers’ was still an unresolved issue and needed to be fed back to The 
Safeguarding Officer. At the moment there were no such 'welcomers'. 
 
2.2 Item 3.1. The holding of a Time & Talents Sunday + 2.3 item 11.1. & 11.2 To receive an update 
report on progress being made regarding a meeting of a Fund-raising Working Party. 
 
After discussion  it was agreed that although it was going to be a struggle to organise major fund-raising 
events this year, progressing this matter should wait until the end of 2017/beginning of 2018. The decision 
was based upon the very recent arrival of three new clergy and the Funding Programme that would be 
starting in the autumn. 
 
2.4 Item 3.3. The re-examination of the Christmas Service arrangements for 2017 
 
George Marshall reminded the meeting that as discussed at the previous PCC meeting, the Christmas 
Service Diary needed to be revisited. In addition a discussion needed to be held with Alison Barber, who 
runs the Cards for Good Causes regarding the timing and placing of their stalls for this coming Christmas 
period, to prevent clashes of Carol Service dates and Di’s Ducklings amongst other things. James 
Pickersgill undertook to take on the responsibility for resolving these matters- Christmas Services and the 
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Cards for Good Causes- and would seek an early meeting with Alison Barber to discuss the latter matter 
once a detailed programme of Advent and Christmas services have been planned. He suggested that an 
additional congregational Carol Service would be explored. He asked that if any member of the PCC had 
further thoughts would they please email James Pickersgill within the week. James@harborough-
anglican.org.uk 
 
ACTION The Rev.James Pickersgill 
 
3. Church Officers Election 
3.1 Election of Officers for 2017 
 
The following officers of the PCC were proposed by The Rev Barry Hill and seconded by Sally Duke and 
unanimously elected by the meeting:-        

       Vice Chair                         nomination- George Marshall 
       Honorary Secretary           nomination - Anthony Sharp 
       Honorary Treasurer           nomination - Angie Hill 
       Electoral Roll Officer        nomination - George Cator 
 

3.2 To consider co-options onto the PCC 
 
The following individuals were co-opted onto the PCC for 2017:- 
 
Ken Hook as Chair of the Fabric and Community Hall Committee & Christine Etherington who continues 
to undertake her important work with the Re-ordering. The co-options were proposed by George Marshall 
and seconded by Deirdre Quinn. The election of Ken Hook was unanimous in its voting and that of 
Christine Etherington had one abstention. 
 
4. The Annual Parish Church Meeting 

4.1 To review the Annual Parish Church Meeting on 26th April and consider feedback received. 

George Marshall reported that he believed the APCM held on Wednesday 26th April had been a success and 
that 36 people had attended. It was agreed to circulate the unapproved Minutes of that meeting to all PCC 
members at this stage. We might pursue the possibility of a Sunday morning APCM during a service 
followed by lunch. 

ACTION Anthony Sharp 

4.2 To complete the List of members of The Parish Sub Committees 

The list of members of the various Parish Sub Committees as updated in November 2016 was circulated 
prior to the meeting. This amended list also contained further known amendments that came to light at and 
since the APCM. The Chair confirmed the members of the various sub-committees and suggested that the 
list may be produced in a different format for next year. 

Rennie Quinn volunteered to become a Deanery Synod representative for the parish. This was proposed by 
Elizabeth Howe, seconded by Sandra Ward and unanimously approved. It was noted that so far there had 
been no volunteers to take over the position of Chair of the Fete Committee. However it would most likely 
to be possible to run the usual raffle that in past years had been linked to the Fete and which had always 
been one of the main money spinners of that event. The list will be brought back to the next meeting for 
further discussion and updating. 
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ACTION. Anthony Sharp 

5. To receive a presentation on the Homelessness strategy within the parish, set up by The Churches 
Together Forum 
 
The Rev James Pickersgill led the meeting on this item and introduced Sandy Ward, the PCC’s 
representative on the Churches Together Forum who gave a short presentation on the situation of 
Homelessness within Market Harborough. Homelessness papers produced by The Churches Together 
Forum had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
The presentation very much related to the papers that had already been circulated. It was very important that 
St Dionysius nominated an individual who would be in charge of the ‘Homelessness Folder’. The individual 
would need to receive Safeguarding training. At any one time it would be necessary for 2 people to handle 
homelessness cases within the parish. It was agreed that further information was needed and this would be 
discussed at the Churches Together Forum meeting on 25th May and then brought back to the next meeting 
of the PCC. At the moment St Dionysius was one of only two Churches within the area that had not as yet 
nominated an individual to lead on this matter and take on the responsibility. 
 
ACTION. Sandra Ward    
 
6. To receive an update on The Resource Church 
 
6.1 To review the Induction Service and related matters of the new Team Rector and Associate 
Rector for St Dionysius that took place on 4th May 2017. 
 
The Chair thanked all those involved in the Induction Service on 4th May for a faith filled evening, both for 
the churches and those being inducted or licensed. 
 
6.2 To consider the roles and responsibilities and team. 
6.3 To look at the vision.  
 
The Chair led the meeting through a number of ideas and thoughts that both James Pickersgill and he had 
discussed in recent days. These thoughts would in due course be expanded and fully discussed but in the 
meantime he left the meeting with a series of bullet points for consideration. 
 
James Pickersgill 
• Lead on pastoral care at All Saints and St Di’s 
• Congregational leadership (and development of leadership teams) for each of 8am, 10:45, 6pm and 

Wednesday at St Di’s and 9:15am at All Saints 
• Day to day lead on funerals and weddings at St Di’s and All Saints 
• Lead (in conjunction with Dawn O’Connell) on schools ministry at C of E school and Lubenham C of E, 

including exploring with each on governorship v other ways of engagement (with a view to potentially 
becoming a governor in one of them and engaging with the other in different ways) 

• Working with Dawn O’Connell (and Stephanie Hill) on Christenings from a St Di’s clergy perspective 
• Joining the reordering committee from St Di’s to advise and assist on the detail 
• Lead on civic role (as described in job description) 
• Chairing of Lubenham PCC 
• Exploring with Wardens line managing/supervising David Johnson, Bill and Myra Anhoury 
• Trustee of the Alderman Newton Educational Foundation – Lubenham. and ex-officio-Cox & Wall 
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Barry Hill 
• Wider strategy, vision, change management, leadership  
• Supervising/supporting each member of staff team direct through regular one on one meetings, 

accountability and support 
• Chairing weekly staff team and team council 
• Supporting and supervising any new congregations (including the three licensed Pioneers and the fresh 

expressions of Church they lead, and for the first year any 9.15am service development) 
• Chairing PCC, but handing to appropriate council member to chair relevant parts (e.g. James Pickersgill, 

George Marshall or Angie Hill in their areas as agreed) 
• Not involved in schools work at Cof E or Lubenham, but trustee and leading on relating to the Multi-

Academy Trust (Learn-At) 
• Co-ordinating service rotas and related issues 
• Working with reordering team on the principles and wider vision related to reordering, resource church 

and future needs but not working on the detail nor joining becoming a member of the group  
 
It was agreed that the congregation do need clarification of the finalised list of responsibilities as soon as 
possible as there is an understandable amount of confusion at present. 
 
Often there will be multiple curates in a Resource Church and it is possible that a second curate may be 
appointed to St Dionysius in the near future with a view to them helping form new congregations and 
church planting in due course, but this still awaits the approval of the Bishop and the normal discernment 
process. 
 
The Chair said that he could envisage multiple congregations; an increase in the number of new families 
coming to Church was already being progressed. He wanted to explore the idea of a weekly 9.15am all age-
led service from January 2018. It was necessary that the various congregations between Churches in the 
area need to get to know each other better. 
 
The meeting expressed a number of views and The Chair said that he was very keen to receive comments 
going forward. 
 
In principle the meeting stated they were broadly happy with the plans so far with relation to a weekly 
9:15am all age led service starting in January. The Chair believed that there was enough support coming 
from the meeting for further work to be undertaken on these proposals during August and for them to be 
brought back to the PCC in the autumn. 
 
ACTION Barry Hill & James Pickersgill 
 
7.  WORSHIP & NURTURE- led by George Marshall   

7.1 To receive a current oral report on the Children & Family Ministry within the parish. 
 
The Growth Fund Impact Monitoring Form plus three further documents on Christening matters including 
Safe Recruitment were circulated prior to the meeting.  
 
George Marshall explained that the Growth Fund Impact monitoring Form had changed from last year. He 
was supported by Roger Brookstein, Chair of the Children and Families Steering Group, in acknowledging 
that there was a continuing communications problem that had produced the need for the changes to the 
Form. It was necessary to get information in a timely fashion not just for the sake of reporting to the 
Diocese and for accountability, but for learning further how God is at work. Sam Peverett undertook to 
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obtain the necessary figures for St Dionysius but apart from this there was nothing further for the PCC to do 
at this stage. The Steering Committee were working hard to ensure the necessary money for the work of the 
Children & Families Development Officer is obtained from the Diocese. The 3 year appointment for the 
Children & Families Development Officer ends next year.  
 
The documents relating to Christening Friends, compiled by Dawn O’Connell, that were circulated prior to 
the meeting, acted as an invitation to people to volunteer to become Christening Friends. It was unknown 
what the response had been to this appeal at St Dionysius. Any volunteers would need to go through the 
Safer Recruitment procedure before being in a position to be accepted.  
 
A wish was expressed that volunteers who were accepted as Christening Friends should attend a meeting to 
prepare for the work. 
 
Any comments on the documents circulated should be addressed to George Marshall for onward 
transmission to Dawn O’Connell. The PCC encouraged Dawn to give a verbal notice outlining the new role 
and inviting interest at services over the coming weeks  
 
ACTION. Sam Peverett & Barry Hill 
 
8.  Any Other Business 

8.1 ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 

The letter and booklet entitled “Thy Kingdom Come” received from the Diocese, first circulated for the 
March meeting had been re-circulated. This was an idea originally developed by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury that so far had met with remarkable success. It would be looked at more thoroughly at a future 
meeting.  

8.2 To consider a possible new Reader for St Dionysius. 

The Chair reminded the meeting that at the moment St Dionysius had but one reader- George Marshall. 
Lydia Tebbutt had been selected as a Reader and will be licensed in the autumn and is exploring whether 
the right place for her licence could be St Dionysius. This was exciting news and the meeting expressed 
their support for this. It would be looked at further at the June meeting of the PCC. 

8.3 Political Hustings- General Election June 2017 

The Rev James Pickersgill reminded the meeting that with the General Election being held on Thursday 8th 
June, a public political hustings meeting would be held at the Methodist Church on Friday 26th May and it 
was the intention of the organisers to obtain the attendance of all political candidates at this meeting. 

8.4 Iain Osbourne 

The Chair reminded the meeting of the forthcoming ordination of Iain Osbourne. Iain would be leaving the 
parish to be ordained and the meeting agreed that it would be appropriate to send a letter of thanks to him 
together with a gift. 

ACTION. Anthony Sharp 
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9.       FINANCE & FABRIC- led by Rennie Quinn   

9.1 To receive a current report on The Re-ordering of the Church                        
 
A written Re-ordering Report was circulated prior to the meeting and Rennie Quinn spoke to this report 
which was accepted. 
 
 9.2 To receive a report from the Finance Committee including the Treasurer’s summary accounts for         
 the year to date 
 
A Summary of accounts & a written Finance Committee Report had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
The 2 reports were accepted by the meeting.  
 
Rennie Quinn stated that more information other than that within the Finance Committee Report was to be 
acquired regarding the possibility of a Donations Box into which gifts could be donated by means of a card 
reader. The proposal for such a donations box was agreed by the meeting. It was proposed by Elizabeth 
Howe and seconded by Sandra Ward and unanimously approved. 
 
Giving for Life: Continuing the Journey 
 
Although the matter will be discussed further at the June PCC meeting the questionnaire attached to the 
papers from the Diocese  under the general heading “Giving for Life: Continuing the Journey” were 
circulated to all attendees at the meeting so that they may be responded to before the next meeting. Those 
who intended to complete the questionnaire were asked to place them in Rennie Quinn’s pigeon hole at 
Church no later than 31st May. 
 
9.3 To receive reports from the Fabric Committee including a report on The Church Community 
Hall 
 
A Fabric Committee & Community Hall Committee written report had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
Ken Hook, Chair of the Fabric & Community Hall Committees spoke to the Reports 

Ken Hook reported that the Sound Boards installation had not started on 8th May but would be commencing 
next week. 

The meeting heard about the risk of the task of raising a flag on the Flag Pole, a job that George Stamp had 
been kindly undertaking for a considerable number of years. It was agreed that as George Stamp wished to 
retire from this duty W W Browns (Builders) should be asked to rearrange the way of accessing the Flag 
Pole. The detail of this would be discussed at the next meeting of the Fabric Committee. 

It was also agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to George Stamp by the Secretary for the sterling 
work he had given to the Church for so long. 

ACTION. Anthony Sharp   
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Ken Hook reported the excellent news that the Harborough District Council under their Section 106 Grants 
Scheme had agreed to a grant to the Church of £10,000 for an upgrade to the Community Hall. However the 
grant will not be able to proceed until the remainder of the cost of the project has been fully funded. There is 
a shortfall of approximately £2000. The meeting agreed that the Market Harborough and Bowden Charities 
should be approached for the balance and as The Harborough District Council had offered to negotiate with 
the Charities on behalf of the Church, this should be accepted. If this was not successful then an approach 
would be made to Cox & Wall. 

The meeting wished to record the excellent work undertaken by Ken Hook over this matter and for his 
invaluable work as Chair of the Fabric and Community Hall Committees.   

10.     PASTORAL CARE, MISSION & OUTREACH- led by The Rev. James Pickersgill 
 
10.1 To receive a report from The Churches Together Forum       
 
A written report from the Churches Together Forum had been circulated prior to the meeting and was 
accepted by the meeting. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS- led by The Rev. Barry Hill 

11.    To consider and approve The Child Protection Policy for the Church for 2017 and receive an 
update report on Safeguarding  
 
The following Safeguarding Documents had been circulated prior to the meeting:- 
 

• Adult Safeguarding Policy 
• Child Safeguarding Policy  
• Pocket Guide 2017 
• Childline Poster  
• Safeguarding Report to the PCC- 17.5.17 
• Appendix 2 
• Appendix 3 
 

Sam Peverett led the meeting through the annual exercise of accepting and agreeing the necessary 
documents relating to Safeguarding for the Parish and the necessary Forms were duly signed.  The Chair 
reiterated that safeguarding is not just about policies and procedures but is at the heart of our mission to 
welcome all in a safe environment and seek the wellbeing of all. 
 
Sam Peverett would ensure that the signed Forms would be correctly distributed and receive the necessary 
exposure. 
 
The Rev James Pickersgill agreed to be the person ultimately responsible for Safeguarding for the Parish. 
 
12.    Correspondence 
 
 There was none.  
                   
13.    To note the date of the next PCC meeting as 15 June 2017  
 
The date of the next PCC meeting was confirmed as Thursday 15th June at 7.00pm in the Church.  
 
The meeting closed with prayers at approximately 9.30pm                             


