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Minutes of a meeting of the Parochial Church Council of St Dionysius Church, 
Market Harborough, held in The Old Grammar School at 7.00pm on Wednesday 16th November 2016 
 
Present. George Marshall (Chair), Myra Anhoury, Paul Betts , Garry Davies, Angie Hill (Honorary 
Treasurer), Roger Brookstein, Sarah Hix, Ken Hook, Samantha Peverett, Rennie Quinn, Anthony Sharp 
(Honorary Secretary), Brian Tanner and Sandra Ward . 
 
Prayers.   The meeting opened with prayers. 
 
1. Welcome & Apologies. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and in particular Dawn O’Connell 
and The Rev. Jayne Lewis.  
 
Apologies were received from Chris Davies, Sally Duke, Elizabeth Howe and Deirdre Quinn. 
 
2. To receive a first report from The Friends of St Dionysius. 
 
Rennie Quinn The PCC representative on The Friends of St Dionysius Committee had circulated a short 
Report from the Friends prior to the meeting. He explained that unfortunately John Gilding was unable to 
attend the PCC meeting this evening due to a prior domestic commitment. He would however be able to 
attend the February 2017 PCC meeting at which it was agreed he should give a short presentation. 
 
3.    WORSHIP & NURTURE be led by George Marshall   

3.1. A short presentation on matters relating to the Children & Family Ministry within the parish 
       particularly concerning the Gathering process as outlined in the two papers circulated at the last 
       meeting of the PCC 
 
In explaining her thoughts on her papers on ‘Gathering together’, she emphasised the importance of setting 
a starting date for her strategy if St Dionysius agree to proceed with it. 
 
The meeting agreed that her proposals were generally sensible and agreed to a trial period of basically two 
months from 1st February until Easter next year at the 10.45am Sunday morning Service. 
 

The following steps were agreed:- 
• Services would start with an ‘accessible’ hymn  
• followed by a proper welcome for the children by the priest taking the service (Bearing in mind that 

there would probably be a different priest taking the service for each Sunday within the trial period, 
each priest should be fully advised about the new approach in advance), ..  

• the children would then stay until The Peace wwhich would be brought forward to the start of the 
      service just before the confession. 
• they would then leave the service, returning just before the Communion (The children should be 

prepared  for the Communion part of the service before coming back into Church during the 
morning service by the children’s leaders so they knew what they would be  coming into)  

 
Time would be of the essence for the satisfactory movement of the children and careful safeguarding would  
be necessary when organising the transfers of the children to and from Church. 
 
These proposals would be discussed with the children’s leaders whose views would be taken into account if 
they wished for any changes to this new plan. Any changes would then be finally decided by the Standing 
Committee. 
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3.2. To receive an oral update report on the recently purchased Chairs and Tables for Di’s 
       Ducklings and to confirm storage arrangements. 
 
It was confirmed that the new tables and chairs were now installed and were satisfactory. The storage of this 
furniture was being finalised but should not present too much of a problem. 
 
3.3a To receive a written Report from the Dorothy Smith Bequest Forum with their proposals for 
        November 2016 
 
A written report from the Dorothy Smith Bequest Forum was circulated prior to the meeting and accepted. It 
particularly contained the final arrangements agreed to for the financing of the children’s furniture referred 
to in 3.3a above. 
  
3.3b To consider the introduction of a delegation authority being given to the Finance Committee 
        from the PCC up to an agreed financial limit, whereby The Finance Committee can authorise  
        requests to The Dorothy Smith Bequest Forum, without waiting for PCC authorisation.    
 
The meeting agreed that to facilitate emergency situations, in particular The Finance Committee, would now 
be granted a delegated authority to approve financial requests for funds from The Dorothy Smith Bequest 
Forum up to a maximum limit of £250 without having to wait for the approval every time from the 
Parochial Church Council at their next meeting. 
 
3.4 To receive a report on the current Phase 2 Funding position and ongoing funding for the post of  
      The Children & Families Development Worker.  
 
Reports sent to the Diocese for application for Phase 2 Funding and on-going funding for the post of The 
Children & Families Development Worker had been sent prior to the meeting and The Chair reported that 
the application had been approved.  
 
The meeting agreed that unfortunately when this Fund was set up and the Development Worker appointed 
over a year ago, it was never made completely clear to the PCC as to what exactly was required going 
forward. However the matter had now been resolved. The Chair reported that at a recent staff meeting it was 
agreed that a member of the clergy should have a greater input into the Steering Committee. 
  
3.5 To receive a copy of the Tier 1 Growth Fund Application Form as presented to The Diocese by 
Dawn O’Connell and explore the Baptism Funding arrangements at St Dionysius. 
 
A copy of the Tier 1 Growth Fund application as presented to the Diocese had been sent prior to the 
meeting. The Chair reported that the application had been successful. 
 
Dawn O’Connell was invited to speak to her proposals for a proper Baptism strategy. She tabled two slides 
to illustrate these proposals and spoke to them. These have been circulated with these Minutes.   
 
She was keen that the Church started to listen to the wishes and needs of the Baptismal families themselves 
about the arrangements for Baptism rather than continue to impose the Church’s requirements on the 
Baptismal families. She had brought a group of people together to prepare this strategy and she was keen to 
see the strategy implemented. Leaflets about the strategy and list of proposals would be placed at the back 
of the Church. 
 
The overall cost of the strategy would be £1500 per year across The Team of Churches and although the 
Growth Fund would finance year 1, Dawn believed it was important that the PCCs should consider how 
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they build such expenses into their budgets going forward. The meeting agreed that as this would be a Team 
exercise, it should be referred to The Team Council for consideration of it being funded going forward out 
of the Team budget. 
 
The proposals included the creation of Christening Friends, Anniversary cards and invitations, Bible/Prayer 
books and the use of social networks. 
 
The Chair stated that he had received a telephone call from Yvonne Smith representing the Mothers’ Union 
today expressing serious concern about the new arrangements being proposed by this strategy for new 
books normally supplied by The Mothers’ Union. The Mothers’ Union Committee had met within the last 
two days and seeing that there had been no prior discussion over these proposals and no approach had been 
made to them, they could not support the increase in costs and had elected to withdraw from issuing 
Baptism books forthwith. Such changes, as proposed, would seriously affect their annual budget after the 
initial one year grant ended. 
 
The meeting also reminded Dawn that anyone volunteering to become a Christening Friend would need 
safeguarding training and would be subject to the safer recruiting procedures before being allowed to take 
up such a position. 
 
Display Boards. 
 
Whilst Dawn was still in attendance the Chair raised the recent receipt of an email from Hilary Hearnshaw 
and circulated prior to the meeting about the Display/Notice Boards in the Church. She expressed the wish 
that the PCC decide their priorities explicitly regarding the number of Boards, their use and availability all 
the year round, particularly as one or two outside organisations occasionally request their removal.  
 
The meeting agreed that these Boards were of considerable importance and that the 3 Boards should be 
immediately put back in the South Aisle of the Church. The Wardens and Chair would now investigate the 
matter further and make necessary decisions. 
 
At the recent staff meeting it was agreed that the Display table and Notice Board should in future only be 
allowed to carry leaflets or posters that related to events and matters directly related to The Team churches, 
Mission Partnership, Churches Together and Diocese. 
 
 
ACTION. George Marshall; Sarah Hix; Chris Davies 
 
4. Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2016 and matters arising from 
these meetings not on the agenda. 
 
Minutes.  
The Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2016 were approved and signed. 

 
4.1 Item 2.2 The Church’s financial contribution for 2016/17  
 
Brian Tanner confirmed that he had still not received any acknowledgement to his letter to the Diocese 
regarding the Church’s financial contribution for 2016/2017. The meeting agreed with The Chair that no 
further action should be taken to follow it up. 
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4.2 Item 2.3 Finalising of the list of members of The Parish Sub Committees- The Bower House 
 
Sandra Ward confirmed that Bower House had agreed that there should be one representative from each of 
the Team Churches and therefore Elizabeth Howe would be the representative from St Dionysius. Sandra 
Ward would remain as an ex officio representative. 
 
Rennie Quinn wished to record that both Roger Brookstein and Garry Davies had now joined the Finance 
Committee. 
 
The secretary undertook to update the Sub Committee list accordingly. 
 
ACTION Anthony Sharp 
                 . 
4.3 Item 9.2. To receive an oral report on the accessibility issue if a defibrillator to support the  
Safeguarding Policy for the Children’s organisations within the Church is installed within the 
Church. 
 
The meeting was informed that there were now at least 11 Defibrillators available to the public within the 
Town and it was unanimously agreed that therefore there was no need to introduce one to the Church, 
particularly as it would not be accessible 24 hours a day and if one was installed we would be responsible 
for costs of maintenance. 
  
4.4   Item 3 To receive a report on the progress being made to  clarify David Palmer’s expenses 
situation  

Rennie Quinn reported that he would be communicating with David Palmer by email to explain that The 
PCC are  very supportive of the pioneering work that David is doing and would wish to support him in 
every way possible. Some confusion remains about the Team/St Dionysius relationship but The Treasurer is 
quite happy to continue managing the accounts and paying David's expenses claims.  

Rennie Quinn proposed that since there remains some uncertainty about the scope of what is claimable  the 
best way forward would be for David to pass his claims form to Andrew Quigley, his line manager, for 
authorisation and then to Angie Hill for payment. This is particularly important because some of the funds 
are coming from charities and donations. 

Angie Hill and Rennie Quinn will meet with David to set up the accounts so that those who are making 
grants can see that the money is being spent in the appropriate areas and also to determine when the 
projects become self-financing. St. Dionysius' financial situation is not able to finance these projects unless 
extra funds can be found. These proposals were accepted by the meeting. 

5. Any Other Business 

5.1 To consider an application for Funds from The College of St Barnabas 

Brian Tanner representing the Outward Giving Committee stated that his Committee had agreed that this 
was not a matter for them and the meeting agreed that no donation would be forthcoming from the PCC on 
this occasion. 
 
 5.2 The Diocese’s Diomail Newsletter facility. 

The meeting was informed that The Diocesan Newsletter- Diomail- was a useful channel for keeping up 
with Diocesan news and should any member of the PCC wish to sign up to it the web link was as follows:- 
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https://www.leicester.anglican.org/submit-your-event/ 
 
5.3. Bank Mandates 
 
The Treasurer explained that following recent personnel changes it was necessary to amend the Bank 
Mandates, particularly to facilitate payments by bank transfer (BACS). 
The meeting unanimously approved the following proposals:- 
 

i) Chris Etherington should be removed as a signatory to the Wedding Account and replaced by 
Sue MacDonald. This was proposed by Angie Hill and seconded by Rennie Quinn 

ii) Chris Etherington should be removed as a signatory to the General Account and replaced by Sue 
MacDonald. This was proposed by Angie Hill and seconded by Sandra Ward 

iii) Chris Etherington should be removed as a signatory to the Team Account and replaced by Sue 
MacDonald. This was proposed by Angie Hill and seconded by George Marshall 

iv) Richard Brand should be removed as a signatory from all the Church accounts. This was 
proposed by Angie Hill and seconded by George Marshall. 

v) The Honorary Treasurer should forthwith be allowed to arrange bank transfers up to a maximum 
of £1000 without any additional signatory. This was proposed by Angie Hill and seconded by 
Sarah Hix. 

 
It was also agreed that in the interests of proper financial management and protection for the Honorary 
Treasurer a list of all payments over £250 should be provided to the Finance Committee each quarter. 
 

Subsequent to the meeting The Standing Committee agreed that George Marshall as Lay Chair of 
the PCC should be made an additional signatory to the accounts until such time as the Mandates 
are reviewed again following the arrival of The new Team Rector and Vicar of St Dionysius in the 
Spring of 2017.   
 
 

6.  PASTORAL CARE, MISSION & OUTREACH - led by Sarah Hix 
 
6.1 To receive a report from The Churches Together Forum     
 
A report from Churches Together Forum had been circulated prior to the meeting and was accepted by the 
meeting. 
 
7.       FINANCE & FABRIC- led by Rennie Quinn 

7.1 To receive an up to date report on The Re-ordering of the Church  

A Report on the current position with the Re-Ordering had been circulated prior to the meeting. Rennie 
Quinn also provided 2 copies of recent more detailed plans to the meeting, prepared by the architect. 
Matters were beginning now to move forward. Planning permission would now be progressed as indeed  
would a further presentation to the DAC. It was hoped that a faculty would be obtained by the end of 2017 
and work commence in 2018.   
 
7.2 To receive a report from the Finance Committee including the Treasurer’s summary accounts for         
the year to date.  
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The Summary accounts for the year to date together with a Finance Committee Report had been circulated 
prior to the meeting. Rennie Quinn explained that as the Finance Committee Report outlined, because of the 
projected deficit for the year end of approximately £7000, there were 3 options to consider to reduce this 
deficit. The meeting unanimously agreed- proposed by George Marshall and seconded by Sandra Ward that 
the annual contribution to the Diocese should be reduced by £5500 (£500 per month during the period of the 
vacancy) £1,500 would be carried forward to 2017. The 2017 Budget should allow for the annual 
contribution to the Diocese to return to the figure agreed to for 2015- £88,000. 
 
Rennie Quinn tabled a document showing the current picture of the financial reserves for the Church. This 
is attached to these Minutes. 
Rennie Quinn was asked to write to the Diocese explaining the position. 
 
ACTION. Rennie Quinn 
 
7.3 To receive a report from the Fabric Committee including a report on The Church Community  

 Hall      

A Fabric Committee & Community Hall report had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

Ken Hook spoke to his Report and added that the Hall Committee attempted to improve the Hall each year 
and now wished to tackle the Entrance Hall. He had already applied to the Harborough District Council 
Community Buildings Fund for financial assistance and was hopeful of success. 

OTHER BUSINESS- led by George Marshall 
 
8.       To receive an oral Mission Partnership update 
The Chair informed the meeting that the recent planned meeting of The Mission Partnership had been 
postponed again and would now wait to be rearranged once the new Team Rector was in place.  

9.       To receive an update report of the recruitment of a new Team Rector following the interviewing 
exercise that took place on 26th October 2016. 
 
The Chair reported that an announcement about the appointment of the new Team Rector and Vicar of St 
Dionysius would be made at the majority of services this coming Sunday. 

           
10.     To receive an oral update report on Adult Safeguarding     
 
Sam Peverett reported that she was not aware of any particular concerns regarding Safeguarding at the 
present time. A copy of the Safeguarding Policy should always be displayed in Church and this indeed was 
the case at the moment.               

           
11.     To receive a Report from the recent meeting of the Deanery Synod  

A copy of the unapproved Minutes of the last meeting of the Deanery Synod had been circulated prior to the 
meeting and these were accepted by the meeting. 

12.     Correspondence.  
 
12.1 “The Judas Trap - why people mess up (and how to avoid joining them) “- a new book by Derek 
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Williams 
 
The Secretary reported that he had recently received an email from Derek Williams publicising his latest 
book entitled “The Judas Trap - why people mess up (and how to avoid joining them “. 
 
12.2. The Bridge 
 
The Secretary reported that he had recently received, by post, details of recent activities of The Bridge- a 
multi faith organisation supported by the Diocese, whose aim was to assist homeless people in Leicester. 
The leaflets entitled “One Roof Leicester Winter Night Shelter and Winter Appeal” were seeking financial 
support for their work. The Chair agreed that it should be displayed in Church and would ensure this did 
happen. 
 
ACTION George Marshall 
 
 13      To note the date of the next PCC meeting- Wednesday 8th February 2017 


