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Minutes of a meeting of the Parochial Church Council of St Dionysius Church, 
Market Harborough, held in St Dionysius Church, Market Harborough on Wednesday 15th May 2019 

at 7.00pm 
 

 
Present. The Rev James Pickersgill (Chair), Roy Ayliffe, Pat Brafield, Roger Brookstein, John Dangerfield,  
Chris Etherington, The Rev Andy Giles, Angie Hill, Ken Hook, Elizabeth Howe, Christina Marshall, 
George Marshall,  Deirdre Quinn, Rennie Quinn & Anthony Sharp (Honorary Secretary).  
 
John Feavyour, Guest speaker and Gordon Etherington, Guest for part of meeting. 
 
1.  Prayers.   The meeting opened with prayers led by The Chair. 
 
Welcome & Apologies. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and especially John Feavyour and 
Gordon Etherington as guests. 
 
Apologies were received from The Rev Stephanie Hill. 
 
2. A dialogue with John Feavyour, Trustee of the Market Harborough & The Bowdens Charity. 
 
John Feavyour gave a short presentation followed by a question and answer session and he emphasised that 
he was expressing his own personal views as to the best way The PCC should apply for a Grant from the 
Market Harborough and The Bowdens Charity. 
 
The Charity had strict geographical boundaries and any monies granted by the Charity must be for the 
benefit of the inhabitants of that geographical area only. The public benefit parameter was paramount. 
 
If the grant application received by the Charity from the Church was granted it would be the single highest 
project the Charity had ever supported. For such a large grant it needed to pass through and be approved by 
three committees- The Contact Group, The Appeals Committee and finally the Charity Board. 
 
At the moment the application may be satisfactory for the Church but fell far short of the requirements of 
the Charity when considering the need for the public benefit. The larger the grant the larger the public 
benefit must be. 
 
There was no timetable as far as the Charity was concerned and the Committees met approximately every 
10 weeks. Demonstrable leadership was going to be all important in this application. 
 
John said that he was willing to assist with advice in preparing the presentation to the Charity.  
 
The meeting agreed in principle that the best way forward would be the formation of a Working Group/User 
Group and that this should be discussed further as to its membership, terms of reference and timetable etc at 
the meeting on 4th June. In the meantime any member of the PCC who wished to share their thoughts with 
the PCC about the way forward should pass these through the Secretary who would ensure they were 
circulated to the other members of the Council in readiness for the meeting on 4th June. 
 
The Chair thanked John Feavyour for sparing the time to share his views with the PCC. 
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3.  Minutes of the previous meeting held on Wednesday 20th March 2019  
 
The Minutes of the PCC meeting held on Wednesday 20th March 2019, together with one amendment, were 
approved and signed.   
 
4. Matters arising from the minutes of the PCC meeting held on 20th March 2019 not on the agenda. 
 
4.1 Item 6.2 To receive an oral report on the first Vision Roadshow held on 12th May 2019 
 
It was generally agreed that the Vision Roadshow held on Sunday 12th May had been a success, but it had 
not appealed to everybody. It had been informative and provided a good general view of the way forward. It 
was important however that traditional worshippers should not get forgotten in the pursuit of new 
worshippers. 
 
4.2 Item 7.2 To remind PCC members to acknowledge to Sam Peverett that they had read the Pocket  
Guide to Safeguarding. 
 
The Chair reminded the meeting that members of the PCC had been required at the last PCC meeting to 
ensure that they read the Pocket Guide to Safeguarding that had been circulated and that Sam Peverett 
should be advised by each member of the PCC that this document had been received and read. 
 
5 Election of Officers for 2019 
 
5.1 Vice Chair nomination - Roger Brookstein 
      Honorary Secretary nomination - Anthony Sharp 
      Honorary Treasurer nomination - Angie Hill 
      Electoral Roll Officer nomination – George Marshall  
 
The meeting approved the four nominations listed under this item and as a Group they were proposed by 
Elizabeth Howe, Seconded by Pat Brafield and unanimously elected. 

  
5.2 To consider co-options onto the PCC for 2019 
 
It was confirmed that the parish was allowed to co-opt 2 members onto the PCC during any one year. The 
idea that Rob Peveritt should be invited to be co-opted again onto the PCC for another year would be 
discussed at the June PCC meeting as it greatly depended on his progress towards ordination. 
 
ACTION. Anthony Sharp 
                                
5.3 To give further thought to the appointment of a further Deputy Churchwarden 
 
No further progress had so far been made in finding a second Deputy Churchwarden. 
 
6. The Annual Parish Church Meeting    
 
6.1 To review the Annual Parish Church Meeting on 10th April and consider feedback received.   
 
The Secretary reported that 31 parishioners had attended the APCM on 10th April this year, which was a 
disappointing number. The reasons for this reduced number were not known but the fact that it was held in 
Lent may have been a part of the cause. The general view of the event was that it was a success. 
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It was agreed that a possible change of format and day of the week may be worth considering for 2020, but 
a lot depended on the state of play of the Re-Ordering. 
 
6.2 To complete the list of members of The Parish Sub Committees for 2019.   
 
An updated list of members of the Parish Sub Committees had been circulated prior to the meeting. A 
number of further amendments were made at the meeting and the up- to- date list is attached with these 
Minutes. The updated list was proposed by Rennie Quinn, Seconded by Pat Brafield and unanimously 
approved.                

   
7.                       FINANCE & FABRIC- led by Rennie Quinn 
   
7.1 To receive an up-to- date written report on The Re-ordering of the Church   
 
A written report from the Re-Ordering Design Management Team had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
Roy Ayliffe had now presented the modified proposals agreed at the PCC meeting on 8th May to The DAC 
together with a note sent seeking their approval in principle. 
 
Rennie Quinn spoke to his Report. 
 
If it was possible to obtain a separate Faculty for the changes to the South Porch identified at the last PCC 
meeting then this would mean that there need not be any delay in starting the project. It is hoped that the 
changes can be seen as an ‘add-on’ to the approved project. However there had arisen a further problem 
with the relocating of the 4 Charity Boards in the South Porch. Rennie Quinn stated that he would provide 
drawings for the PCC to view together with a list of the possible implications for on-going dialogue with the 
DAC. If the DAC stated that these modifications could be accepted as an ‘add-on’ then the start time of the 
actual work would not need to change. If there was seen to be a problem then there could be a delay of at 
least 2-3 months. 
 
The Chair reported that Roger Brookstein was leading a small team looking into possible places of worship 
and other linked matters to be used during the Re-Ordering project. 
 
The meeting was reminded that Saturday 1st June and Sunday 2nd June had been set aside for presentations 
to the congregations informing them of the present state of play of the Re-Ordering project. David Spragg 
would be in attendance.   
  
7.2 To receive a written report from the Finance Committee and receive The Treasurer’s summary  
Accounts for the year to date. 
 
Both a written Finance Committee Report and the Treasurer’s Summary balances for the year to date had 
been circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
Rennie Quinn outlined the financial position at the end of April as reported by the treasurer. The Generous 
giving exercise had resulted in an increase of 10% in planned giving together with one-off gifts of £6,500. 
The Finance Committee were confident that the Planned giving budget for the year could now be increased 
to £80,000 from £75,000. This increase together with the £6,500 gifts was a significant offset to the budget 
deficit of £13,000. This leaves the most significant  risk to the budget being the fund-raising target. 

Andy Giles confirmed that the view as regards resurrecting the Fete was not too positive. It was seen as an 
enormous amount of work. 
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Both Reports were accepted by the meeting 
 
7.3 To receive Dorothy Smith Bequest Forum Proposals for March 2019.  
 
The Standing Committee had already approved the Dorothy Smith proposals for March 2019 which had 
been circulated prior to this meeting as there had been a particular urgency. This was accepted by the 
meeting and Roy Ayliffe proposed, Ken Hook seconded and the meeting gave its unanimous approval of the 
proposals. 
 
7.4 To consider the parish’s financial contribution for 2020 and receive papers from the Leicester 
Parish Contribution regarding Parish Contributions for 2020 Offers. 
 
The various papers relevant to the parish’s financial contribution for 2020 had been circulated prior to the 
meeting. 
 
In Rennie Quinn’s Paper  on this subject he proposed that the parish consider an increase of 5.1% for 
2020.Concerns about this increase were expressed by a number of members of the PCC, but it was hoped 
that next year would see more new givers which would assist with the achievement of this increase. 
Rennie Quinn proposed, Roger Brookstein seconded and 14 members approved with 1 abstention. 
 
7.5 To receive oral reports from the Fabric Committee and The Church Community Hall Committee 
 
There was no Fabric or Community Hall written report for this meeting due to holiday absence. 
 
Church Hall 
 
Ken Hook reported that there was to be a meeting next Monday of all ‘managers’ of the Community Hall to 
look at the future development of the Hall and its facilities. There was also to be a meeting of Community 
Hall Committee on 24th May and a report of both meetings would be given at the next PCC meeting. 
 
Fabric. 
 
There had been one response so far to the advertisement placed on the Diocesan website seeking an 
independent architect to undertake work required following The Quinquennial Inspection this year. This had 
been made by the existing architect –John Dodson. 
 
8. To receive an oral update report on Safeguarding. 
 
Angie Hill, the Safeguarding representative on the PCC reported that for anyone new to the PCC or for 
anyone on the PCC who had so far not attended the basic Safeguarding Course, attendance was to be 
encouraged. Information about future training courses would be made available. 
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9. To receive an oral update Report from James Pickersgill on The Children & Families Working  
    Group 
 
Various papers supplied by Dawn O’Connell had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
Andy Giles led on this item announcing the formation of the Vanguard Working Group for children young 
people and families. A Vanguard can be defined as a group of people who are leading the way in new 
developments or ideas. There have been no appointments of Apprentices as yet and the main focus of the 
Group is how to encourage young families to join the Church family.                                                
                         
10. Any Other Business 
 
10.1 To consider oral proposals for the shortening of the PCC meetings going forward 
 
The Chair reported that he and the Secretary had recently held a meeting to discuss the issue of  
ensuring that PCC meetings are kept to a reasonable time limit. The ideas had been put to the Standing 
Committee who approved them. The following steps will now be taken to take this plan forward.   
 

i) Start meetings  on time 
ii) Agendas to be timed 
iii) Introductory Prayer to be no longer than 5 minutes 
iv) When a member speaks to a report they have written, they should only pick up additional matters 

that have arisen since the report or highlight highly important matters. Everyone therefore should 
be encouraged to read all papers before the meeting 

v) The Chair to use the guillotine more frequently and when necessary 
vi) There should be no spare copies of papers available at the meeting but members can ask Sue to 

print copies for them- Sue has already agreed to this. 
 
All these steps were approved by the meeting. 

. 
10.2 To receive a written update Report from the ECO Church Working Group 
 
Lin Ball, the Chair of the Working Group had provided a written update Report on the work of the 
ECO Church Working Group, which had been circulated prior to the meeting. The Report was well received 
and the meeting  
agreed that the Secretary should communicate with Lin Ball requesting her to elaborate further on the  
development of the strategy matters listed in the five bullet points in her Report. 
 
ACTION Anthony Sharp      
                                
10.3 To receive an update oral report on the Church’s Remembrance Tablet 
 
The Chair had circulated a short report on the present situation with the completion of the Remembrance 
Plaque and he spoke to the Report. 
 
It was agreed that so far every effort had indeed been made to try to find out if there were any outstanding 
spaces on the Board, paid for at the time, but not yet claimed. It was agreed that one final effort should be 
made through the Harborough Mail. If that produced no result then a line should be drawn underneath the 
issue and the final space allocated accordingly. A new price would need to be agreed for the final slot if it 
proved it had not already been reserved.  
  
ACTION James Pickersgill 
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Rennie Quinn reported that he believed the record keeping for Church items was very poor and he had now 
started a log book for recording such matters. 
 
ACTION. Rennie Quinn 
                                
10.4 To consider appointing Les Dodd to the position of Eucharist Minister 
 
George Marshall had written to the Chair & Secretary prior to the meeting which had been circulated 
proposing that Les Dodd be approved as a Eucharistic Minister. This was proposed by George Marshall, 
Seconded by Elizabeth Howe and unanimously approved. George Marshall undertook to handle the 
administrative side of this appointment. 
 
ACTION George Marshall 
 
11. Correspondence.  
 
There was none. 
 
12.   Meetings  
                                
12.1 To note the date of the next PCC meeting as Tuesday 4th June 2019- a Special meeting  
on Re-Ordering and the Funding Strategy. 
 
12.2 To note the next normal PCC meeting as Wednesday 26th June 2019 
 
The meeting closed with The Grace at approximately 9.20pm 
 
 


