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Minutes of a special meeting of the Parochial Church Council of St Dionysius Church, 
Market Harborough, held in St Dionysius Church on Tuesday 4th June 2019 at 7.00pm 

 
Present. The Rev James Pickersgill(Chair),Pat Brafield, John Dangerfield, Angie Hill, Kenneth Hook, 
Elizabeth Howe, Christina Marshall, George Marshall, Deirdre Quinn, Rennie Quinn & Anthony Sharp 
(Honorary Secretary).  
 
The meeting was held as the second of three special meetings to obtain PCC’s approval for important 

proposals relating to the Re-Ordering Project. 
 
1.  Prayers.   The meeting opened with prayers led by The Chair. 
 
Welcome & Apologies. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Apologies were received from Roy Ayliffe, Roger Brookstein, Chris Etherington, The Rev Andy Giles, The 
Rev Stephanie Hill and Lydia Tebbutt.     
 
 
2. To receive the minutes of the special meeting of the PCC held on Wednesday 8th May 2019, 
previously circulated and to consider any matters arising from that meeting not on the agenda. 
 
The minutes of the special meeting of the PCC held on Wednesday 8th May 2019 had been circulated prior 
to the meeting and were approved by the meeting. 
 
There were no matters arising from these minutes that were not already on the agenda for this meeting. 
 
3.   To receive a written update Report regarding the Re-Ordering Project. 
 
Certain papers had been circulated prior to the meeting relating to the subject matter of the-Re-Ordering. 
 
Rennie Quinn led the meeting through his Re-Ordering Report and the other papers that had been circulated. 
 
He emphasised that there was not enough information at present to seek’ sign-off’ from the PCC and he 
would also ideally wish for a fuller attendance at the meeting when ‘sign-off ‘was required. It was 
anticipated that this meeting would be held in early September with a view to presenting the final proposals 
to the DAC at their October meeting. The September date would be circulated to the PCC once that date 
was decided .This would move the start date of the work to March 2020 and having discussed the matter 
with James, it was initially proposed that probably the Church should be closed for the Re-Ordering work to 
commence on Palm Sunday 2020, but further comments favoured closing after Easter with the work 
commencing after Easter. No decision has yet been taken. 
 
On 7th June there would be a meeting which would include the Architect and all those inputting into the 
scheme. 
 
The diagrams for the development of the South Porch were well received by the meeting. It was possible 
that the position of the Flag Pole may need to be altered and there would need to be flexibility as to the new 
positioning of the Boards. The levelling of the cobble stones outside the South Porch was being explored by 
Gordon Etherington with the Harborough Council. 
 
The proposal about the change of location of the Lady Chapel would be presented to the DAC next week. 
 
20+ people attended both of the community presentation days on 1st and 2nd June. 
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It would be possible for the South Porch proposals to be presented as a separate Faculty but it would be 
preferable for the changes to be included in the one Faculty for the Re-Ordering. 
 
4. To receive an update oral report on plans for an ‘all-together’ service day on Sunday 7th July. 
 
The meeting agreed that the next ‘All-together service’’ day should be Sunday 7th July. There would be no 
organised lunch as such. It was noted that this was the same day as the Classic Car Rally in the town. The 
Cream Teas would go ahead as planned on that day. 
 
5. To consider the setting up of a Working Group to consider the correct strategy for seeking funding 
from various potential funders:- 
 
The paper that had been circulated comprising John Feavyour’s File note to The Appeals Committee of the 
Market Harborough and Bowdens Charity received a mixed reception by the meeting. A useful general 
discussion took place regarding the whole position of both the application for funding from the Market 
Harborough & Bowdens Charity and the seeking of funding for the re-ordering from a variety of other 
organisations. 
 
The meeting fully supported the view that the PCC needed to have the commitment to make the Church a 
community based building once the Re-Ordering was complete and unless this commitment could be 
conveyed in the various applications made, the likelihood of success with the applications would be greatly 
reduced. There needed to be a clear vision for the Church after Re-Ordering as to how we were going to 
make this vision became a reality. 
 
James Pickersgill would prepare a draft Vision Statement for the work to be undertaken. 
 
ACTION .James Pickersgill 
    
Title of Group. It was agreed that the Working Group created to work out the best strategy to take this 
project forward should be called The St Dionysius Re-Ordering Funding Strategy Working Group. 
 
Chair of Group. Various names were suggested for taking on the role of Chair of this Working Group, one 
of which was Rob Leveritt and another Hilary Hearnshaw. However the meeting was aware that Rob will be 
going forward for studying for ordination in the autumn. The reasonable expenses of the Chair, if any, 
should be paid for by the Church. 
 
It was felt the Diocese may be able to assist with the names of helpers and assist in various other ways.  
 
It was agreed that if necessary a consultant should be employed to assist the work of the Group. A figure of 
£6000 should be set aside for the services of such a consultant and taken from the Cox & Wall Bequest 
Fund. This was proposed by James Pickersgill and seconded by George Marshall and unanimously agreed. 
Rennie Quinn offered to speak with Gill Elliott about the matter also. 
 
ACTION. Rennie Quinn 
 
Members of the Group 
 
No names were put forward as members of the Group at this stage, but it was strongly felt that Chris 
Etherington who had been heavily involved in this fund raising from the start and whose work in this area 
had already been invaluable should either be invited to join the Group or if that was not possible, from her 
point of view, because of time or family commitments, at least she should be made an ex officio member of 
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the Group, so that her expertise could be appropriately used for the benefit of the Group. John Feavyour had 
suggested a member of the Harborough District Council when he had attended the PCC recently which 
would perhaps need to be considered. 
 
Terms of reference 
 
It was agreed that a short set of Terms of Reference would be needed for the Group, including amongst 
other matters what secular and community based events would and would not be acceptable within the 
Church and the necessity of focusing on the Market Harborough & the Bowdens Charity application but 
including all applications for funding. James Pickersgill offered to prepare a draft paper for discussion on 
this subject. 
 
ACTION. James Pickersgill    
 
Deadlines for completion of work 
 
Although John Feavyour had emphasised that as far as the Market Harborough and the Bowdens Charity 
was concerned the were no strict deadlines as their committees and Board met regularly, the meting 
believed there was indeed an urgency to get this Group started and believed that the work should be 
completed by the early autumn at the latest.  
   
6.   Any Other Business 
 
6.1. Tree surgery outside the West Door. 
 
Ken Hook stated that Market Harborough in Bloom Volunteers wished to remove the two small conifer 
trees outside the West Door of the Church as soon as possible and eventually replace them with shrubs. 
They would be prepared to pay 50% pf the cost if the Church would pay the other half and the total costs for 
the work would be approximately £140. A decision was needed urgently as they wished to undertake the 
work within the next week. The proposal to proceed with this was made by Elizabeth Howe, seconded by 
Angie Hill and unanimously agreed. Ken Hook would ask the Secretary to write to the Volunteers stating 
that the PCC was in agreement and would be willing to pay 50% of the cost. 
 
ACTION. Ken Hook & Anthony Sharp 
 
7. Next PCC meeting dates              
 
7.1 The date of the next PCC meeting will be Wednesday 26th June in Church at 7.00pm   
7.2 The date of further Special Meeting to’ sign-off’ on Re-Ordering would be held in early 
September and the date shortly circulated. 

      
The meeting closed at 8.45pm approximately with a closing prayer. 
 
 


